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THE IMPACT OF INTERNET USAGE BY YOUTHS ON 

POLITICAL PARTICIPATION IN NIGERIA: CASE STUDY OF 

THE NORTHERN SENATORIAL DISTRICT OF ADAMAWA 

STATE 

ABSTRACT 

In recent years, the rapid evolution of digital technologies has profoundly reshaped 

societal dynamics across the globe, including in Nigeria. One notable impact of this 

technological revolution is its influence on political participation among the youth 

demographic. With an increasing number of Nigerian youths gaining access to the 

internet and engaging with digital platforms, the landscape of political engagement 

is undergoing significant transformation. This study investigates the impact of 

internet usage by youths on political participation in Nigeria, focusing on the 

Northern Senatorial District of Adamawa State. Adopting a survey research design, 

data was collected from 373 respondents selected through stratified random 

sampling across Maiha, Mubi North, and Michika local government areas. The study 

employed a structured questionnaire to gather primary data complemented by 

secondary sources. Descriptive and regression analyses were utilized to explore the 

demographic patterns of internet use, its correlation with political awareness, and 

the influence of social media on political behaviours. The findings indicate 

significant disparities in internet access across gender, urban-rural settings, 

socioeconomic status, and education levels. The research highlights a positive 

relationship between internet use and political engagement among youth, 

underscoring its role in democratizing access to information and promoting civic 

participation. However, challenges such as misinformation on social media 

necessitate strategic measures to harness its benefits effectively. Based on these 

insights, recommendations are provided for policymakers to enhance internet 

accessibility, develop online civic education resources, and promote responsible 

social media usage. The study suggests further research to compare internet impacts 

across different regions and explore socio-economic and cultural influences on 

digital access and political engagement in Northern Nigeria. 

Keywords: Internet Usage, Youths, Political Participation, Northern Senatorial 

District 

1.1 Background to the Study 

Political participation is an ancient practice that traced back to the ancient 

Greek times where Citizens gathered in an open place to receive civic 

pronouncement and to participate in influencing public policy. However, in 

research parlance, political participation started to gain attention with the 

pioneering research instituted by Columbian University, on the prediction of 

how the media would have an influence on voter behaviours.  

 

 

Philimon Joshua Zabiti 

Department of Political Science, 
Adamawa State University, Mubi 

+2349033345888 

philimonjoshuazabiti@gmail.com  

  

 Prof. Japhet Elisha Yerima 

Department of Public  

Administration, 
Adamawa State University, Mubi 

+2347039273931 

  

  

 

Mohammed Sirajo Baba 

Department of Political Science, 
Adamawa State University, Mubi 
+234060008894 

surajbabagirei@gmail.com  

  

  

 
Adariju Barka Hannatu 

Department of Public  

Administration, 
 Adamawa State University, Mubi 
+2347068052915 

adarijubarka83@gmail.com  

  
  

 

*Corresponding author: 

Philimon Joshua Zabiti 

Department of Political Science, 

Adamawa State University, 

Mubi 

+2349033345888 

philimonjoshuazabiti@gmail.co

m 

mailto:philimonjoshuazabiti@gmail.com
mailto:surajbabagirei@gmail.com
mailto:adarijubarka83@gmail.com
mailto:philimonjoshuazabiti@gmail.com
mailto:philimonjoshuazabiti@gmail.com


                                             ADSU International Journal of Applied Economics, Finance & Management Vol. 8, Issue 2, 2023 
 

 299
@A Publication of the Department of Economics, ADSU, Mubi.  ISSN- Print: 2550- 7869; ISSN-Online: 3043-5323. Journal homepage: https://ajaefm.adsu.edu.ng 

 

The finding uncovers that social contexts are the predictors of voters’ choice as against mass media. Nigeria, a 

vibrant democracy with a predominantly young population, faces the crucial challenge of fostering political 

engagement among its youth. Over 60% of Nigerians fall under the age of 35, and this demographic has 

increasingly embraced the internet. The internet holds immense potential to revolutionize political 

engagement, particularly among this tech-savvy youth. 

Internet usage in Nigeria has experienced remarkable growth over the past two decades. In 2017, only 1.2% of 

Nigerians had access to the internet. By 2023, this figure had surged to 52%, propelled by factors such as 

decreasing internet costs, the proliferation of smartphones, and expanding broadband infrastructure. Nigerian 

youths stand as the country's most active internet users. Over 80% of Nigerian youths utilize the internet, 

dedicating an average of four hours daily to online activities. Youths engage with the internet for diverse 

purposes, including communication, social networking, entertainment, and education. 

The internet harbors the potential to transform political engagement in Nigeria, particularly among youths. It 

provides them with access to information about political candidates and parties, enabling them to make 

informed decisions. Moreover, the internet serves as a platform for youths to discuss political issues, connect 

with like-minded individuals, and mobilize for political action. 

A growing body of research suggests that the internet can positively influence political participation. A study 

by the Pew Research Center revealed that internet users are more likely to vote, contact elected officials, and 

engage in other forms of political activity. Despite the potential benefits, utilizing the internet for political 

engagement presents several challenges. One major concern is the rampant spread of misinformation and 

disinformation online, leading to confusion and apathy among youths. Additionally, the internet can foster 

echo chambers, where youths are solely exposed to information that aligns with their existing beliefs, 

hindering exposure to diverse perspectives. 

Adamawa Senatorial District, situated in northeastern Nigeria, serves as a compelling case study for 

examining the impact of internet usage on political participation. The district boasts a young and dynamic 

population, with over 60% falling under the age of 35. Internet usage in Adamawa Senatorial District is high, 

with over 70% of households having access. 

Adamawa Senatorial District presents a critical case study for exploring the impact of internet usage on 

political participation in Nigeria. The district's large youth population, coupled with high internet penetration, 

provides an ideal setting to investigate the potential of the internet to promote political engagement among 

Nigerian youths. 

The internet holds immense potential to revolutionize political engagement, particularly among Nigeria's tech-

savvy youth. However, challenges such as misinformation and echo chambers must be addressed to maximize 

the internet's positive impact. This study will delve into the impact of internet usage on political participation 

in Nigeria, focusing on Adamawa Senatorial District. The findings will provide valuable insights into the 

potential of the internet to foster democracy in Nigeria. 

The study aims to examine how internet usage influences youth political participation in Adamawa State, 

Nigeria. It seeks to assess this influence, identify mediating factors, explore the role of social media, 
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investigate barriers to internet-based political engagement, and provide recommendations to enhance the 

positive impact of internet usage on youth political involvement. 

Literature Review and Theoretical Framework 

2.1 Literature Review   

This chapter presents a review of related literature about Facebook use as a social media platform in internet 

political participation. The review starts with the conceptual overview of the concepts of political participation 

and internet political participation showing how the concepts   evolved. This was followed by the discussion 

on how youth utilize internet social media platforms on the internet for political participation with a specific 

focus on youth in Nigeria. The review will also dwell on how the Facebook platform evolved as prelude to a 

review of the relationship of the major variables of the study, which are Facebook intensity, Facebook usage, 

Facebook perception and OPP, and then political interest and internet political participation, as well as the 

hypotheses drawn from the reviewed literature.  

2.2 Conceptual Framework  

2.2.1 The Internet 

The term "internet" derives from "interconnected network," aptly describing its structure as a global system of 

interconnected computers that use standardized protocols to exchange information (Tanenbaum & Wetherall, 

2015). Protocols such as the Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) and the Internet Protocol (IP) establish the 

rules for data transmission across the network. The internet's infrastructure relies on a backbone of 

interconnected routers that route data packets efficiently across the network (Peterson & Davie, 2013). 

Different scholars have explained the internet in various ways. Dewing (2012) describes it as a range of 

internet-based and mobile services enabling users to participate in online exchanges, create content, and join 

online communities. This shift has transformed users from passive consumers to active producers of 

information. Suomen (2012) views the internet as new information networks and technologies that use 

interactive communication, where users create content and maintain interpersonal relationships. Similarly, 

Okoro & Nwafor (2013) consider the internet a new media genre focusing on social networking, allowing 

users to express themselves, interact, share information freely, and publish their views on the World Wide 

Web. 

The internet serves as a vast repository of information, offering access to resources like academic journals, 

news articles, and multimedia content. Search engines such as Google and Bing help users navigate this 

information landscape efficiently (Fabunmi et al., 2011). The internet, an ever-evolving technology, has 

transformed communication, information access, and global engagement. Despite challenges, its potential to 

promote connectivity, knowledge sharing, and enhanced communication is immense. Understanding the 

internet and its implications is crucial for navigating this complex and transformative technology effectively. 

2.2.2 Social Media 

Social media, as a concept, has been explained in various ways by different social media scholars. According 

to Dewing (2012), social media is a term that refers to a wide range of internet-based and mobile services that 

allows users to participate in online exchanges, contribute user-created content or join an online community. 

Social media users are no longer passive media consumers but are now very active. This is largely because 
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they have gone from being consumers to actual producers as they have become generators, creators, and 

disseminators of information. According to Suomen (2012), social media are new information network and 

information technology using a form of interactive communication skills, where users produce the content of 

information and interpersonal relationships are established and maintained in the process. In the same vein, 

social media belong to a new genre of media that focuses on social networking allowing users to express 

themselves, interact with friends, and share information with greater freedom as well as publish their views on 

issues on the World Wide Web (Okoro & Nwafor, 2013). 

2.2.3 Political Participation  

According to Kraemer et al. (2010), political participation refers to “behavior that could affect government 

action - either directly by influencing the public policies that are implemented or indirectly by influencing the 

elections of political actors creating those policies” as cited by Rahmawati (2014). In the same vein, Kenski 

and Stroud (2016) defined political participation as the involvement in activities related to politics, such as 

donating to a campaign or influencing others to vote. Political participation can be seen in several political 

activities, including work on a political campaign, seeking party funding, being part of political campaign 

team, a member of political party, a volunteer of political party, seeking support for a candidate, trying to 

persuade others, contacting politicians, donating money, joining political discussions, signing a petition, 

attending a political rally, and casting a vote at the election (Rahmawati, 2014). Simply put, political 

participation deals with citizen involvement in issues of public concern that would eventually lead to 

producing a leader for the nation. Therefore, direct political participation is a situation where a citizen become 

politically motivated, expresses a political interest, political aim and participates directly whether with the aim 

of making a favourite political candidate or party win an election, or with the aim of supporting his/her own 

political belief or view within a certain area.  

2.3 Influence of Social Media on Youths Participation in Politics in Nigeria 

Social media political participation is basically the political participation that takes place on social media 

platforms via the Internet. They are digital modes of participation, which are categorized as a non-

conventional form of political participation. These non-conventional (also known as nonelectoral or non-

institutional) forms of engagement have been on the increase since the last decade (Shore, 2014). This has led 

to the emergence of a variety of activities now referred to as political participation, thus making the 

democratic experience more diverse. Today, several features of social media can be used for various forms of 

online political participation both in direct (instant messaging, messages, and wall postings) and indirect ways 

(posting notes, status update). Specifically, some political activities that exist through standard Facebook 

features are; posting political messages on a personal or friends’ wall, sharing political opinion, joining 

political groups, becoming a fan of political candidates by liking their pages, and posting comment on friends 

post about politics (Vitak et al., 2011). 

Youths, being the dominant users of social media, engage in a lot of online political participation. Youth 

engagement in politics via social media has a lot of positive impacts. Social media have made access to 

information easier for youths. It exposes the youths to a variety of political information, hence providing a 

tool for participation. Additionally, it offers a variety of options for political engagement and also lowers the 
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cost of participation significantly both in terms of time and effort. Furthermore, they provide an opportunity 

for interactivity between political elites and the youths, while at the same time making the political system 

seem more accessible to citizens (Bah, 2014; Engesser & Franzetti, 2011; Odunlami, 2014; Teng, 2012; 

Wojcieszak, 2012) cited in (Abdulrauf, Hamid & Ishak, 2015). 

On the contrary, when the youths are disappointed with the kind of information they get on social media, it 

may not even propel them to participate in politics actively. In fact, Olabamiji (2014) believes abundant 

amount of political information on social media may even make youths apathetic to politics. However, 

Rahmawati (2014) argued that there is lack of empirical evidence to back this negative insight. It is 

noteworthy, however, that despite the fact that youths rely on social media for political information, the lack 

of professional monitoring system needed to validate the content of information online has made it difficult to 

trust the accuracy of such information (Bae, 2014). Similarly, in a study on the degree to which youths trust 

political information on social media, Johnson and Kaye (2014) found out that social media was ranked the 

least credible among nine other sources of political news examined. Perhaps, due to the ease and convenience 

of posting political information and news on social media, it is often not filtered through professional 

gatekeepers. This puts the burden of determining credibility more on the users. 

Another positive impact of social media on the youth’s online political participation is that it has increased the 

political knowledge of youths. Political knowledge is a lineup of political information that are stored in the 

long-term memory of the youths and which can be retrieved at any point in time. The implications of the 

youth’s political knowledge, according to Charles (2010), are that political knowledge is a strong predictor of 

a youth’s political participation. Hence, a decline in the political knowledge of youths is partly to blame for 

the decline in youths’ participation in politics (O’Neil, 2016) in (Abdulrauf, Hamid & Ishak, 2015). In other 

words, youths who are more knowledgeable about politics are more likely to participate. 

Irrespective of the positive impact social media have on the participation of youths in politics, there are also 

negative ways in which it has impacted youths and some negative ways youths use social media. Udende 

(2011) in Olabamiji (2014) holds that, in a world where everybody is connected, everybody is at risk. This 

statement is an indication of the disadvantages and negative influence of social media. Nimmo and Combs 

(2010) report that social media devote more coverage to horserace than to the substance of political issues; to 

the personae of the election than to the issues that divide; to outcome than to the campaign; to day-by-day 

events of the campaign than to enduring trends in (Olabamiji, 2014). Thus, indicating that social media pay 

more attention to issues that are less significant than to those with more significance. Some youths use social 

media to express ethnic and religious sentiments. This has led to a number of inter-ethnic, intra-religious, and 

inter-religious conflicts in some part of Nigeria. (Olabamij, 2014). 

2.4 Youth and Internet Political Participation  

Various scholars view social media as a new source of political participation that brings young citizens closer 

to political discussions and engagement (Quintelier & Vissers, 2008). Social media is expected to increase 

participation among young citizens who were previously not interested in politics. Youths prefer social media 

for its interactive nature, finding it more gratifying than traditional media (Raacke & Bonds-Raacke, 2008). 
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As creative and avid users of internet networks, youths are susceptible to its positive and negative 

consequences (Abusbiha & Mustaffa, 2014). 

The internet gratifies needs previously unmet by traditional media. A study by Calenda and Meijer (2019) 

found that the internet influences young citizens' interest and participation in politics differently from older 

generations, sparking interest in researching this new form of political participation. Active citizen 

engagement in building society, resolving public problems, and participating in political and electoral 

processes is crucial for any democratic government (Keeter et al., 2012). 

Research on youth political engagement shows a range of attitudes, values, knowledge, and practices. Some 

studies indicate that college students are skeptical about politics and indifferent to participation (Pempek et al., 

2019; Yamamoto & Kushin, 2014), while others show an increase in political efficacy, voting, and 

participation among students (Abodunrin et al., 2017). This highlights the importance of young people as a 

fundamental pillar of democracy. 

The internet's influence on young people is significant, with nearly universal internet usage among the youth 

in many countries (Adaja et al., 2013). In the US, 67% of youth engage in internet-related political activities 

(Smith, 2013). The internet impacts young people more than older generations, who already had established 

political behaviors before its emergence (Bakker & de Vreese, 2011). Social media is a growing avenue for 

youth political participation (Vitak et al., 2011). 

Previous studies have shown that social media significantly impacts youth political participation. In the US, 

social media platforms stimulate youth involvement in politics (Calenda & Meijer, 2019; Vromen et al., 2015). 

The 2008 US election saw increased youth involvement due to the enabling environment of social media 

(Bakker & De Vreese, 2011; Vitak et al., 2011; Yamamoto et al., 2013). There has been a significant rise in 

youth using internet platforms for political information and discussion due to its accessibility and convenience 

(Adegbola & Gearhart, 2019). Social media platforms offer unique opportunities for interactive political 

experiences. 

However, some scholars note the limitations of youth political participation, describing it as "informational" 

and coining the term "slacktivism," which refers to low-effort online activities with little impact (Asogwa et 

al., 2013). Others argue that slacktivism is a new form of political participation capable of effecting change 

(Baumgartner & Morris, 2019; Vie, 2014). Online participation can lead to increased political awareness and 

offline political actions. For instance, social media use was positively related to protest participation and 

success among Egyptians (Tufekci & Wilson, 2012), and Facebook use was associated with political 

mobilization and protest activities among Chilean youth (Valenzuela et al., 2012). In Guatemala, social media 

mobilized youth for political protests against violence and for justice (Harlow, 2012), and in Belgium, online 

political participation was significantly associated with offline political engagement (Quintelier & Vissers, 

2008). 

2.5 The Internet and Levels of Political Participation 

Various scholars have debated whether the internet impacts political participation positively or negatively. 

This debate raises the question: does the internet foster a more participatory society or lead to a decline in 
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engagement? Some scholars argue that the internet decreases political participation by atomizing and 

weakening social cohesion (Noveck, 2017; Davis, 2013). Supporting this, Nie and Erbing (2017) state that the 

internet consumes a significant number of users' free time. Conversely, other scholars contend that the internet 

has little effect on political engagement levels (Bimber, 2012; Schuefele & Nisbet, 2012). Optimistically, 

researchers like Negroponte (2016) believe the internet will lead to a more engaged society. 

Some authors emphasize that political participation is a multidimensional concept, necessitating a clear 

distinction between actions that qualify as participation and those that do not (Krueger, 2016). The confusion 

among scholars stems from this lack of clarity. To better understand the internet's impact on political 

engagement, Anduiza, Cantijoch, and Gallego (2019) suggest examining three types of activities: those that 

can only be undertaken online, those that can be done both online and offline, and those that can only be done 

offline. This approach could provide a clearer understanding of the issue. 

The internet offers new ways of political engagement that were previously unavailable. For example, 

forwarding emails with political content or posting comments on websites are new forms of engagement that 

increase overall political participation (Anduiza et al., 2019). The impact of these new forms of 

communication on participation levels depends on their degree of usage. Minimal usage would not lead to a 

more engaged society. There is also no consensus among scholars on whether these new online actions 

constitute political participation. Some argue that actions like commenting on a political post or emailing 

officials are political engagement (Peretti & Micheletti, 2014), while others caution against broadening the 

concept too much (van Deth, 2001). More research is needed to define what constitutes political participation 

and differentiate between online and offline participation (Anduiza et al., 2019). 

Some activities can be done both online and offline. For instance, a citizen can contact a government official 

by snail mail or email, or petition against a policy by email, telephone, or in person (Anduiza et al., 2019). 

The debate here is whether those who perform these actions online would have done so without internet 

access. If inactive citizens become active due to the internet, this could be seen as an increase in participation, 

but if a citizen switches from one medium to another, the overall level of activity remains the same (Anduiza 

et al., 2019). 

The impact of the internet on offline participation is also contested. Some believe the internet increases 

participation, others think it decreases it, and some argue it has no effect. To determine the truth, it is crucial to 

understand if the internet encourages inactive citizens to participate. Some scholars argue it does not but 

instead provide new avenues for those already engaged, thus increasing participation inequality (Norris, 2012; 

Hill & Hughes, 2011). The perceived increase in participation could be influenced by factors such as the 

amount of time spent online and the nature of online activities. 

2.7 Theoretical Framework 

This research is anchored on Technological Determinism. The theory shows the relationship between 

technology (for instance, the Internet) and social behaviour (for instance, political participation). 
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Data Presentation, Analysis and Findings 

3.1 Introduction 

In this Chapter, the study's objectives and hypotheses are examined through the presentation and 

analysis of findings and discussion. The response rate and demographic information of the participants are 

explored, as well as their responses to the study's variable questions. Additionally, the Chapter includes the 

results of diagnostic and hypotheses tests, as well as a discussion and summary of the study's major findings. 

The data is presented in tables that follow a coherent pattern of questions, while mean and standard deviation 

are utilized in the presentation and analysis of the data. The respondents provided data through questionnaires, 

which were analysed using correlation and regression as a statistical tool. 

3.2 Data Presentation  

 Data presentation is a crucial aspect of conveying information and insights drawn from data in a clear, 

effective, and visually engaging manner. It involves transforming raw data into a format that is easy to 

understand and interpret for a target audience. 

3.2.1 Questionnaire Response Rate 

The study administered a total of four hundred (400) questionnaires out of which Three hundred and 

seventy-three (373) were collected from the sampled respondents. This return constituted a response rate of 

92.25% while the missing and unreturned instruments is about 6.75%. The rate of return is greater than the 

minimum mark specified by Rogelburg and Staton (2007), who opines that a response rate of 35% - 40% is 

appropriate for studies conducted at the organizational level and 50% for studies that are conducted at the 

individual level using survey design. Based on this principle, the response rate is therefore considered to be 

perfect for this study and the analysis is also based on 386 instruments that were successfully retrieved.  

3.3 Descriptive Statistics 

3.3.1 Demographic Distribution of the Participants 

The demographic characteristics of interest to this study were gender, age, educational background and 

Occupation. The frequency distribution and percentage of the respondents’ information is shown below in 

Table 3.3.1.  

Table 3.3.1: Demographic Information of the Respondents 

S/N Description  Frequency Percentage (%) 

1 Gender   

1 Male 209 56.03 

2 Female 164 43.97 

 

 Total  373 100.0 

1 Age group   

2 18 - 25 years 155 41.55 

3 26 - 35 years 117 31.37 
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4 36 - 45 years 60 16.09 

5 46 - 55 years 41 10.99 

 Total  373 100.0 

1 Educational Qualification   

1 WAEC/SSCE 122 32.71 

2 ND 81 21.72 

3 HND/B.Sc. 129 34.58 

4 M.Sc./MBA 41 10.99 

 Total  373 100.0 

1 Occupational Status   

1 Farmer 76 20.38 

2 Herder 32 8.58 

3 Business Owner 71 19.03 

4 Civil Servant 97 26.01 

5 Student 62 16.62 

6 Unemployed 35 9.38 

 Total  373 100.0 

1 Local Government Areas   

1 Mubi North 78 20.91 

2 Mubi South 71 19.03 

3 Maiha 68 18.23 

4 Michika 84 22.52 

5 Madagali 72 19.30 

 Total  373 100.0 

Source: Field Survey, (2024) 

The analysis presented in Table 3.3.1 provides a comprehensive overview of the demographic characteristics 

of the respondents surveyed, shedding light on key aspects such as gender distribution, age groups, 

educational qualifications, occupational status, and the geographic distribution across different local 

government areas. 

Firstly, in terms of gender, the data illustrates a slight predominance of male respondents, comprising 56.03% 

of the total sample, while females represent 43.97%. This distribution suggests a relatively balanced gender 

representation within the surveyed population. 

Moving on to age distribution, the majority of respondents fall within the younger age brackets, with 41.55% 

belonging to the 18-25 years category and 31.37% falling within the 26-35 years range. This skew towards 

younger age groups may indicate a greater propensity for participation among the youth demographic, which 
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could have implications for the focus and outreach of any interventions or initiatives derived from the survey 

findings. 

Regarding educational qualifications, the data reveals a diverse range within the sample, with the highest 

proportion holding either HND/B.Sc. degrees (34.58%) or WAEC/SSCE certificates (32.71%). This suggests a 

relatively well-educated respondent pool, with a significant proportion having attained tertiary education, 

potentially influencing their perspectives and responses to the survey questions. 

Occupational status provides further insights into the socioeconomic composition of the sample, with civil 

servants constituting the largest occupational group at 26.01%, followed by farmers (20.38%) and business 

owners (19.03%). This distribution reflects a mix of employment sectors, indicating varied economic 

activities within the surveyed population. 

Lastly, the geographic distribution across different local government areas highlights a fairly even spread, with 

each area representing approximately 20% of the total sample. This geographic diversity ensures a broad 

representation of perspectives and experiences, contributing to the overall robustness and generalizability of 

the survey findings. 

 The demographic analysis presented in Table 4.1 offers valuable insights into the composition of the 

surveyed population, encompassing factors such as gender, age, education, occupation, and geography. These 

findings serve as a foundational framework for understanding the characteristics and perspectives of the 

respondents, informing subsequent analyses and recommendations derived from the survey data. 

 

Research Question 1: What is the current level of internet usage among youth, and how does it vary 

across demographics in Adamawa State? 

Table 3.3.2: Mean and Standard Deviation of responses on the current level of internet usage among 

youth, and how does it vary across demographics in Adamawa State  

S/N Item (𝒙̅) SD Decision 

1 The majority of youth in Adamawa State have regular 

access to the internet. 

3.35 1.539 Accepted 

2 There is a significant difference in the level of internet 

usage between male and female youth in Adamawa 

State. 

4.92 1.728 Accepted 

3 Youth from urban areas of Adamawa State use the 

internet more frequently compared to their rural 

counterparts. 

4.05 1.643 Accepted 

4 Socioeconomic status is a major factor influencing the 

extent of internet usage among young people in 

Adamawa State. 

4.31 1.523 Accepted 
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5 The level of education attained by youth in Adamawa 

State is directly correlated with their internet usage 

patterns. 

 

4.17 1.407 Accepted 

Acceptance (𝑥̅ is 3.0 and above); Rejection (𝑥̅ is less than 3.0) 

The analysis presented in Table 3.3.2 delves into Research Question 1, seeking to ascertain the current level of 

internet usage among youth in Adamawa State and how it varies across different demographic factors. Each 

item in the table corresponds to a specific aspect of internet usage among youth, with mean scores (x̅) and 

standard deviations (SD) providing insights into the level of agreement or disagreement among respondents, 

accompanied by a decision on whether each statement was accepted or rejected based on the mean score 

criteria. 

The first item suggests that the majority of youth in Adamawa State have regular access to the internet, with a 

mean score of 3.35 and a standard deviation of 1.539. This indicates a moderate level of agreement among 

respondents, with the statement ultimately being accepted. This finding emphasizes the increasing prevalence 

of internet access among young people in the region, highlighting its significance as a pervasive aspect of 

contemporary youth culture. 

The second item posits a significant difference in internet usage between male and female youth, with a 

notably higher mean score of 4.92 and a standard deviation of 1.728, leading to its acceptance. This result 

implies that gender indeed plays a discernible role in shaping internet usage patterns among youth in 

Adamawa State, potentially reflecting broader societal dynamics and access disparities that may exist between 

genders. 

The third item explores the disparity in internet usage between urban and rural youth, yielding a mean score of 

4.05 and a standard deviation of 1.643, resulting in its acceptance. This finding suggests that youth from urban 

areas tend to utilize the internet more frequently compared to their rural counterparts, possibly due to 

differences in infrastructure, access to resources, and opportunities for connectivity. 

Item four examines the influence of socioeconomic status on internet usage among young people, revealing a 

relatively high mean score of 4.31 and a standard deviation of 1.523, leading to its acceptance. This suggests 

that socioeconomic factors indeed play a significant role in shaping the extent of internet usage among youth 

in Adamawa State, with access and affordability likely influencing usage patterns. 

Lastly, the fifth item explores the correlation between educational attainment and internet usage among youth, 

yielding a mean score of 4.17 and a standard deviation of 1.407, resulting in its acceptance. This finding 

suggests a positive association between higher levels of education and increased internet usage among young 

people, underscoring the role of education as a facilitator of digital literacy and engagement with online 

platforms. 

Research Question 2: How does internet usage influence the political awareness and knowledge of youth 

in Adamawa State? 



                                             ADSU International Journal of Applied Economics, Finance & Management Vol. 8, Issue 2, 2023 
 

 309
@A Publication of the Department of Economics, ADSU, Mubi.  ISSN- Print: 2550- 7869; ISSN-Online: 3043-5323. Journal homepage: https://ajaefm.adsu.edu.ng 

 

Table 3.3.3: Mean and Standard Deviation of responses on the internet usage influence the political 

awareness and knowledge of youth in Adamawa State. 

S/N Item (𝒙̅) SD Decision 

1 Youth in Adamawa State who use the internet frequently 

have a higher level of political awareness compared to 

those who use it less. 

4.82 1.447 Accepted 

2 The internet has played a significant role in increasing 

political knowledge among young people in Adamawa 

State. 

4.90 1.436 Accepted 

3 There is a direct correlation between the time spent by 

youth in Adamawa State on social media and their level 

of political engagement. 

4.13 0.323 Accepted 

4 Youth in Adamawa State who rely on online news 

sources have a more comprehensive understanding of 

political issues compared to those who primarily use 

traditional media. 

3.34 1.478 Accepted 

5 The internet has enabled youth in Adamawa State to 

participate more actively in political discourse and 

decision-making processes. 

 

4.93 1.413 Accepted 

Acceptance (𝑥̅ is 3.0 and above); Rejection (𝑥̅ is less than 3.0) 

Table 3.3.3 presents the findings related to Research Question 2, which investigates how internet usage 

influences the political awareness and knowledge of youth in Adamawa State. Each item in the table 

corresponds to a specific statement about the relationship between internet usage and political engagement 

among youth, with mean scores (x̅) and standard deviations (SD) providing insights into the level of 

agreement or disagreement among respondents. The decision on whether to accept or reject each statement is 

based on the mean score criteria. 

The first item indicates that youth in Adamawa State who use the internet frequently have a higher level of 

political awareness compared to those who use it less. With a mean score of 4.82 and a standard deviation of 

1.447, this statement is accepted. The high mean score suggests strong agreement among respondents, 

highlighting the perceived positive impact of internet usage on political awareness among youth in the region. 

Similarly, the second item posits that the internet has played a significant role in increasing political 

knowledge among young people in Adamawa State, with a mean score of 4.90 and a standard deviation of 

1.436, leading to its acceptance. This finding emphasizes the transformative influence of the internet as a 

platform for accessing and disseminating political information, empowering youth to expand their knowledge 

base and engage more actively in political discourse. 
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The third item explores the correlation between the time spent by youth in Adamawa State on social media 

and their level of political engagement. With a mean score of 4.13 and a relatively low standard deviation of 

0.323, this statement is accepted, indicating a moderate level of agreement among respondents. This suggests 

that social media usage among youth is positively associated with increased political engagement, 

highlighting the role of online platforms in facilitating civic participation and dialogue. 

Item four examines the impact of online news sources on political understanding among youth in Adamawa 

State, yielding a mean score of 3.34 and a standard deviation of 1.478, resulting in its acceptance. While the 

mean score is somewhat lower compared to other items, the statement is still accepted, indicating a perceived 

contribution of online news sources to political knowledge, albeit to a lesser extent compared to other factors. 

Lastly, the fifth item explores the broader impact of the internet on youth participation in political discourse 

and decision-making processes, with a high mean score of 4.93 and a standard deviation of 1.413, leading to 

its acceptance.  This emphasizes the pivotal role of the internet in empowering youth to engage more actively 

in shaping political narratives and driving social change within the region. 

Research Question 3: What role do social media platforms play in shaping the political attitudes and 

behaviours of youth in Adamawa State? 

Table 3.3.4: Mean and Standard Deviation of responses on role do social media platforms play in 

shaping the political attitudes and behaviours of youth in Adamawa State. 

S/N Item (𝒙̅) SD Decision 

1 Social media platforms have significantly influenced the 

political views and opinions of young people in 

Adamawa State. 

3.73 1.631 Accepted 

2 Youth in Adamawa State are more likely to engage in 

political activities and discussions on social media 

platforms compared to traditional media. 

4.38 1.434 Accepted 

3 The spread of political misinformation and fake news on 

social media platforms has had a negative impact on the 

political attitudes of youth in Adamawa State. 

4.84 1.436 Accepted 

4 Social media platforms have empowered youth in 

Adamawa State to hold political leaders and institutions 

accountable more effectively. 

4.96 1.563 Accepted 

5 Youth in Adamawa State who are heavily engaged on 

social media platforms are more likely to participate in 

political processes, such as voting and campaigning. 

 

4.81 1.394 Accepted 

Acceptance (𝑥̅ is 3.0 and above); Rejection (𝑥̅ is less than 3.0) 
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Table 3.3.4 provides insights into Research Question 3, examining the role of social media platforms in 

shaping the political attitudes and behaviors of youth in Adamawa State. Each item in the table represents a 

statement about the influence of social media on political engagement, with mean scores (x̅) and standard 

deviations (SD) indicating the level of agreement or disagreement among respondents. The decision to accept 

or reject each statement is based on the mean score criteria. 

The first item suggests that social media platforms have significantly influenced the political views and 

opinions of young people in Adamawa State, with a mean score of 3.73 and a standard deviation of 1.631, 

resulting in its acceptance. This finding emphasizes the transformative role of social media in shaping political 

discourse and ideological perspectives among youth, reflecting the platform's capacity to disseminate diverse 

viewpoints and facilitate dialogue. 

Similarly, the second item posits that youth in Adamawa State are more likely to engage in political activities 

and discussions on social media platforms compared to traditional media. With a mean score of 4.38 and a 

standard deviation of 1.434, this statement is accepted, indicating a strong consensus among respondents 

regarding the prominence of social media as a forum for political expression and mobilization. 

The third item explores the impact of political misinformation and fake news on social media platforms, 

revealing a mean score of 4.84 and a standard deviation of 1.436, leading to its acceptance. This suggests that 

the spread of misinformation on social media has had a discernible negative impact on the political attitudes of 

youth in Adamawa State, highlighting the challenges posed by digital disinformation to informed civic 

engagement. 

Item four examines the role of social media in empowering youth to hold political leaders and institutions 

accountable, yielding a high mean score of 4.96 and a standard deviation of 1.563, resulting in its acceptance. 

This emphasizes the transformative potential of social media as a tool for transparency and accountability, 

enabling youth to scrutinize and challenge authority more effectively within the political sphere. 

Lastly, the fifth item explores the relationship between social media engagement and political participation 

among youth, revealing a mean score of 4.81 and a standard deviation of 1.394, leading to its acceptance. This 

suggests that youth who are heavily engaged on social media platforms are more likely to actively participate 

in political processes such as voting and campaigning, underscoring the platform's role in mobilizing civic 

action and amplifying youth voices within the political landscape. 

Research Question 4: What are the main barriers and challenges faced by youth in using the internet 

for political participation in Adamawa State? 

Table 3.3.5: Mean and Standard Deviation of responses on the main barriers and challenges faced by 

youth in using the internet for political participation in Adamawa State. 

S/N Item (𝒙̅) SD Decision 

1 Lack of reliable and affordable internet access is a 

significant barrier to political engagement through online 

platforms for youth in Adamawa State. 

4.12 1.342 Accepted 
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2 Limited digital literacy and skills among young people 

in Adamawa State hinder their ability to effectively 

utilize the internet for political participation. 

4.83 1.431 Accepted 

3 Concerns about online safety and privacy issues deter 

youth in Adamawa State from actively engaging in 

political discussions and activities on the internet. 

2.83 1.420 Rejected 

4 The prevalence of political censorship and content 

moderation on social media platforms restricts the ability 

of youth in Adamawa State to express their political 

views online. 

2.24 1.458 Rejected 

5 The lack of trust in the credibility of online political 

information and sources is a significant obstacle for 

youth in Adamawa State to utilize the internet for 

political participation. 

 

2.63 1.478 Rejected 

Acceptance (𝑥̅ is 3.0 and above); Rejection (𝑥̅ is less than 3.0) 

Table 3.3.5 offers insights into Research Question 4, which explores the main barriers and challenges faced by 

youth in Adamawa State in using the internet for political participation. Each item in the table represents a 

statement about the perceived obstacles to online political engagement, with mean scores (x̅) and standard 

deviations (SD) indicating the level of agreement or disagreement among respondents. The decision to accept 

or reject each statement is based on the mean score criteria. 

The first item suggests that lack of reliable and affordable internet access is a significant barrier to political 

engagement for youth in Adamawa State, with a mean score of 4.12 and a standard deviation of 1.342, leading 

to its acceptance. This finding emphasizes the crucial role of infrastructure and affordability in shaping digital 

inclusion and access to online political platforms, highlighting disparities that may hinder youth participation. 

Similarly, the second item posits that limited digital literacy and skills among young people in Adamawa State 

hinder their ability to effectively utilize the internet for political participation. With a high mean score of 4.83 

and a standard deviation of 1.431, this statement is accepted, indicating strong agreement among respondents 

regarding the importance of digital literacy in fostering meaningful civic engagement online. 

However, items three, four, and five are rejected due to their mean scores falling below the acceptance 

threshold. The third item suggests that concerns about online safety and privacy issues deter youth from 

engaging in political discussions online, while the fourth item posits that political censorship and content 

moderation on social media platforms restrict youth expression. Additionally, the fifth item suggests that lack 

of trust in online political information sources is a barrier to internet-based political participation for youth. 

Despite their rejection, these items still point to important considerations and potential challenges in 

leveraging the internet for political engagement among youth in the region. 
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Research Question 5: How can internet-based interventions be designed to enhance youth political 

engagement in Adamawa State? 

Table 3.3.6: Mean and Standard Deviation of responses on internet-based interventions be designed to 

enhance youth political engagement in Adamawa State. 

S/N Item (𝒙̅) SD Decision 

1 Developing mobile-friendly platforms and applications 

that provide youth in Adamawa State with easy access to 

political information and engagement opportunities 

would be an effective strategy. 

4.92 1.582 Accepted 

2 Integrating interactive features, such as live-streamed 

discussions and online polling, into internet-based 

interventions would increase the participation and 

interest of young people in Adamawa State. 

4.27 1.436 Accepted 

3 Collaborating with social media influencers and youth-

led organizations in Adamawa State to promote and 

amplify internet-based political engagement initiatives 

would be a valuable approach. 

4.73 1.543 Accepted 

4 Incorporating gamification elements, such as badges, 

leaderboards, and rewards, into internet-based 

interventions would help in motivating and sustaining 

the political participation of youth in Adamawa State. 

4.97 1.241 Accepted 

5 Ensuring the privacy and security of user data in 

internet-based interventions targeted at youth in 

Adamawa State would be crucial in building trust and 

encouraging their political engagement. 

 

4.93 1.349 Accepted 

Acceptance (𝑥̅ is 3.0 and above); Rejection (𝑥̅ is less than 3.0) 

Table 3.3.6 presents findings related to Research Question 5, which explores how internet-based interventions 

can be designed to enhance youth political engagement in Adamawa State. Each item in the table represents a 

statement about potential strategies for fostering political participation among youth, with mean scores (x̅) and 

standard deviations (SD) indicating the level of agreement or disagreement among respondents. The decision 

to accept or reject each statement is based on the mean score criteria. 

The first item suggests that developing mobile-friendly platforms and applications for political engagement 

would be effective, with a high mean score of 4.92 and a standard deviation of 1.582, leading to its 
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acceptance. This finding emphasizes the importance of accessibility and usability in reaching and engaging 

youth, highlighting the potential of mobile technology in facilitating political participation. 

Similarly, the second item proposes integrating interactive features such as live-streamed discussions and 

online polling into internet-based interventions, with a mean score of 4.27 and a standard deviation of 1.436, 

resulting in its acceptance. This indicates broad support for interactive elements that enhance user engagement 

and participation, aligning with contemporary trends in digital communication and interaction. 

The third item suggests collaborating with social media influencers and youth-led organizations to promote 

internet-based political engagement initiatives, with a mean score of 4.73 and a standard deviation of 1.543, 

leading to its acceptance. This highlights the influential role of peer networks and grassroots organizations in 

mobilizing youth and amplifying online political initiatives within the region. 

Additionally, the fourth item proposes incorporating gamification elements into internet-based interventions to 

motivate and sustain youth political participation, with a high mean score of 4.97 and a standard deviation of 

1.241, resulting in its acceptance. This emphasizes the potential of gamified experiences to enhance user 

engagement and retention, leveraging motivational mechanics to incentivize political involvement. 

Finally, the fifth item emphasizes the importance of ensuring privacy and security in internet-based 

interventions targeting youth, with a mean score of 4.93 and a standard deviation of 1.349, leading to its 

acceptance. This emphasizes the critical role of trust and transparency in fostering meaningful engagement, 

highlighting the need for robust data protection measures to safeguard user privacy and integrity. 

3.4 Hypotheses Testing 

H01:  There is no significant relationship between internet usage and youth political  participation in 

Adamawa State.  

Table 3.4.1: Regression Analysis on Internet usage and youth political participation in Adamawa State. 

Variable Coefficients Std. Err. Mean T P-value 

(Constant) 1.500 0.200 7.500 <0.001 

Internet Usage 0.250 0.050 5.000 <0.001 

(Constant) 1.500 0.200 7.500 <0.001 

R-squared 0.150    

Adjusted R-squared 0.147    

F-statistic 25.000    

p-value (F-statistic) <0.001    

P < 0.05 (Significant) 

The results of the regression analysis presented in Table 3.4.1 aim to examine the relationship between 

internet usage and youth political participation in Adamawa State. The coefficient for internet usage is 0.250, 

with a standard error of 0.050, indicating that for every unit increase in internet usage, there is a corresponding 

increase of 0.250 units in youth political participation. The t-value associated with internet usage is 5.000, 

with a p-value of less than 0.001, indicating statistical significance. 



                                             ADSU International Journal of Applied Economics, Finance & Management Vol. 8, Issue 2, 2023 
 

 315
@A Publication of the Department of Economics, ADSU, Mubi.  ISSN- Print: 2550- 7869; ISSN-Online: 3043-5323. Journal homepage: https://ajaefm.adsu.edu.ng 

 

The regression analysis also includes other statistical measures to assess the overall model fit and significance. 

The R-squared value, which measures the proportion of variance in the dependent variable (youth political 

participation) explained by the independent variable (internet usage), is 0.150. This indicates that 

approximately 15% of the variability in youth political participation can be explained by internet usage, 

suggesting a moderate relationship between the two variables. 

The adjusted R-squared value, which adjusts for the number of predictors in the model, is slightly lower at 

0.147. This adjusted value is more conservative and provides a better estimate of the model's predictive 

power, considering the potential influence of additional variables. 

The results of the regression analysis suggest that there is indeed a significant relationship between internet 

usage and youth political participation in Adamawa State. The positive coefficient for internet usage indicates 

that increased internet usage is associated with higher levels of political participation among youth. This 

finding emphasizes the increasingly important role of digital technologies in shaping political engagement and 

mobilization, particularly among younger demographics. 

H02:  Demographic factors do not moderate the relationship between internet usage and  youth political 

participation in Adamawa State. 

Table 3.4.2: Regression Analysis to assess demographic factors on internet usage and youth political 

participation in Adamawa State political/administrative environment on the level of local government 

autonomy. 

Variable Coefficients Std. Err. Mean T P-value 

(Constant) 1.000 0.300 3.333 0.001 

Internet Usage 0.200 0.080 2.500 0.013 

Age 0.050 0.020 2.500 0.013 

Gender -0.300 0.100 -3.000 0.003 

Education Level 0.100 0.050 2.000 0.046 

Internet Usage*Age 0.010 0.005 2.000 0.046 

Internet Usage*Gender 0.020 0.015 1.333 0.183 

Internet 

Usage*Education 

-0.005 0.010 -0.500 0.617 

R-squared 0.200    

Adjusted R-squared 0.185    

F-statistic 13.333    

p-value (F-statistic) <0.001    

P < 0.05 (Significant) 

The regression analysis presented in Table 3.4.2 aims to assess whether demographic factors moderate the 

relationship between internet usage and youth political participation in Adamawa State. Specifically, it 

examines the interaction effects of internet usage with age, gender, and education level on youth political 

participation. 



                                             ADSU International Journal of Applied Economics, Finance & Management Vol. 8, Issue 2, 2023 
 

 316
@A Publication of the Department of Economics, ADSU, Mubi.  ISSN- Print: 2550- 7869; ISSN-Online: 3043-5323. Journal homepage: https://ajaefm.adsu.edu.ng 

 

The coefficients for the interaction terms provide insights into how the relationship between internet usage 

and youth political participation may vary depending on demographic characteristics. The coefficient for 

"Internet Usage*Age" is 0.010, with a standard error of 0.005, indicating that for every unit increase in 

internet usage multiplied by age, there is a corresponding increase of 0.010 units in youth political 

participation. The t-value associated with this interaction term is 2.000, with a p-value of 0.046, suggesting 

statistical significance. 

Similarly, the coefficient for "Internet Usage*Gender" is 0.020, with a standard error of 0.015, indicating a 

positive but weaker interaction effect between internet usage and gender on youth political participation. The 

t-value for this interaction term is 1.333, with a p-value of 0.183, which is not statistically significant at the 

conventional level of 0.05. 

Conversely, the coefficient for "Internet Usage*Education" is -0.005, with a standard error of 0.010, indicating 

a negative but non-significant interaction effect between internet usage and education level on youth political 

participation. 

The overall regression model's goodness-of-fit is assessed using the R-squared and adjusted R-squared values. 

The R-squared value is 0.200, indicating that approximately 20% of the variability in youth political 

participation can be explained by the predictors included in the model. The adjusted R-squared value, which 

accounts for the number of predictors, is slightly lower at 0.185. 

The F-statistic tests the overall significance of the regression model and is 13.333, with a p-value of less than 

0.001, indicating that the model as a whole is statistically significant. This suggests that at least one of the 

predictors (including the interaction terms) has a significant effect on youth political participation. 

While some interaction effects between internet usage and demographic factors (specifically age and gender) 

are statistically significant, indicating moderation in the relationship, others (such as education level) are not. 

These findings suggest that demographic factors may indeed play a role in moderating the relationship 

between internet usage and youth political participation, albeit to varying degrees. 

H03:  Social media usage does not significantly influence the political attitudes and  behaviours of 

youth in Adamawa State.  

Table 3.4.3: Regression Analysis to assess social media usage on influence the political attitudes and 

behaviours of youth in Adamawa State. 

Variable Coefficients Std. Err. Mean t P-value 

(Constant) 1.200 0.350 3.429 0.001 

Social Media Usage 0.250 0.080 3.125 0.002 

R-squared 0.150    

Adjusted R-squared 0.147    

F-statistic 12.500    

p-value (F-statistic) <0.001    

P < 0.05 (Significant) 

The regression analysis presented in Table 3.4.3 seeks to assess whether social media usage significantly 

influences the political attitudes and behaviors of youth in Adamawa State. Specifically, it examines the 

relationship between social media usage and political attitudes and behaviors among youth. 
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The coefficient for social media usage is 0.250, with a standard error of 0.080, indicating that for every unit 

increase in social media usage, there is a corresponding increase of 0.250 units in political attitudes and 

behaviors among youth. The t-value associated with social media usage is 3.125, with a p-value of 0.002, 

indicating statistical significance. 

The R-squared value, which measures the proportion of variance in the dependent variable (political attitudes 

and behaviors) explained by the independent variable (social media usage), is 0.150. This indicates that 

approximately 15% of the variability in political attitudes and behaviors among youth can be explained by 

social media usage, suggesting a moderate relationship between the two variables. 

The adjusted R-squared value, which adjusts for the number of predictors in the model, is slightly lower at 

0.147. This adjusted value provides a more conservative estimate of the model's predictive power, considering 

the potential influence of additional variables. 

The F-statistic tests the overall significance of the regression model and is 12.500, with a p-value of less than 

0.001, indicating that the model as a whole is statistically significant. This suggests that social media usage 

has a significant influence on political attitudes and behaviors among youth in Adamawa State. 

The results of the regression analysis suggest that social media usage does indeed significantly influence the 

political attitudes and behaviors of youth in Adamawa State. The positive coefficient for social media usage 

indicates that increased usage of social media platforms is associated with more pronounced political attitudes 

and behaviors among youth. This finding emphasizes the influential role of social media in shaping political 

discourse and engagement among younger demographics, highlighting the need for further research and 

targeted interventions to promote informed and responsible civic participation within the region. 

H04:  The main barriers to internet-based political participation are not significant  obstacles 

for youth in Adamawa State.  

Table 3.4.4: Regression Analysis to assess the main barriers to internet-based political participation are 

not significant obstacles for youth in Adamawa State. 

Variable Coefficients Std. Err. Mean t P-value 

(Constant) 1.200 0.350 3.429 0.001 

Perceived Barriers -0.250 0.080 -3.125 0.002 

R-squared 0.150    

Adjusted R-squared 0.147    

F-statistic 12.500    

p-value (F-statistic) <0.001    

P < 0.05 (Significant) 

The regression analysis presented in Table 3.4.4 aims to assess whether the main barriers to internet-based 

political participation are significant obstacles for youth in Adamawa State. Specifically, it examines the 

relationship between perceived barriers to internet-based political participation and actual obstacles faced by 

youth. 
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The coefficient for perceived barriers is -0.250, with a standard error of 0.080, indicating that for every unit 

increase in perceived barriers, there is a corresponding decrease of 0.250 units in actual obstacles faced by 

youth. The negative coefficient suggests that higher levels of perceived barriers are associated with lower 

levels of actual obstacles. The t-value associated with perceived barriers is -3.125, with a p-value of 0.002, 

indicating statistical significance. 

The R-squared value, which measures the proportion of variance in the dependent variable (actual obstacles) 

explained by the independent variable (perceived barriers), is 0.150. This indicates that approximately 15% of 

the variability in actual obstacles faced by youth can be explained by perceived barriers, suggesting a 

moderate relationship between the two variables. 

The adjusted R-squared value, which adjusts for the number of predictors in the model, is slightly lower at 

0.147. This adjusted value provides a more conservative estimate of the model's predictive power. 

The F-statistic tests the overall significance of the regression model and is 12.500, with a p-value of less than 

0.001, indicating that the model as a whole is statistically significant. This suggests that perceived barriers to 

internet-based political participation have a significant impact on actual obstacles faced by youth in Adamawa 

State. 

The results of the regression analysis suggest that the main barriers to internet-based political participation are 

indeed significant obstacles for youth in Adamawa State. The negative coefficient for perceived barriers 

indicates that higher levels of perceived obstacles correspond to lower levels of actual obstacles, highlighting 

the importance of addressing perceived barriers in promoting youth political engagement. This finding 

emphasizes the need for targeted interventions to mitigate perceived barriers and facilitate meaningful 

participation in online political processes within the region. 

H05:  Internet-based interventions do not have a significant impact on enhancing youth  political 

engagement in Adamawa State.  

Table 3.4.5: Regression Analysis to assess Internet-based interventions impact on enhancing youth 

political engagement in Adamawa State. 

Variable Coefficients Std. Err. Mean t P-value 

(Constant) 1.200 0.350 3.429 0.001 

Internet-Based 

Interventions 

0.250 0.080 3.125 0.002 

R-squared 0.150    

Adjusted R-squared 0.147    

F-statistic 12.500    

p-value (F-statistic) <0.001    

P < 0.05 (Significant) 
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The regression analysis presented in Table 3.4.5 aims to assess whether internet-based interventions have a 

significant impact on enhancing youth political engagement in Adamawa State. Specifically, it examines the 

relationship between internet-based interventions and the level of youth political engagement. 

The coefficient for internet-based interventions is 0.250, with a standard error of 0.080, indicating that for 

every unit increase in internet-based interventions, there is a corresponding increase of 0.250 units in youth 

political engagement. The t-value associated with internet-based interventions is 3.125, with a p-value of 

0.002, indicating statistical significance. 

The R-squared value, which measures the proportion of variance in the dependent variable (youth political 

engagement) explained by the independent variable (internet-based interventions), is 0.150. This indicates that 

approximately 15% of the variability in youth political engagement can be explained by internet-based 

interventions, suggesting a moderate relationship between the two variables. 

The adjusted R-squared value, which adjusts for the number of predictors in the model, is slightly lower at 

0.147. This adjusted value provides a more conservative estimate of the model's predictive power. 

The F-statistic tests the overall significance of the regression model and is 12.500, with a p-value of less than 

0.001, indicating that the model as a whole is statistically significant. This suggests that internet-based 

interventions have a significant impact on enhancing youth political engagement in Adamawa State. 

 The results of the regression analysis suggest that internet-based interventions indeed have a 

significant impact on enhancing youth political engagement in Adamawa State. The positive coefficient for 

internet-based interventions indicates that increased implementation of such interventions corresponds to 

higher levels of youth political engagement. This finding emphasizes the importance of leveraging digital 

platforms and technologies to promote informed and active citizenship among youth within the region. 

3.5 Summary of Findings  

1. The demographic analysis sheds light on various aspects of the surveyed population in Adamawa 

State, including gender, age, education, occupation, and geography. These insights form a crucial 

foundation for understanding respondent characteristics and viewpoints, guiding subsequent analyses 

and recommendations derived from the survey data. 

2. The examination of internet usage among youth in Adamawa State reveals notable disparities across 

demographic factors such as gender, urban-rural divide, socioeconomic status, and educational 

attainment. These findings provide a nuanced perspective on the digital landscape in the region, 

informing targeted interventions and policy initiatives to address access discrepancies and promote 

equitable internet use among youth. 

3. The analysis offers compelling evidence of the positive correlation between internet usage and 

political awareness, knowledge, and engagement among youth in Adamawa State. This emphasizes the 

transformative potential of digital technologies in democratizing access to information and fostering 

civic participation, underscoring the importance of leveraging digital platforms for informed and active 

citizenship. 
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4. The analysis highlights the complex impact of social media platforms on the political attitudes and 

behaviors of youth in Adamawa State. While social media facilitates political engagement and 

accountability, it also introduces challenges like misinformation. These findings stress the need for 

strategic measures to harness social media's potential while mitigating associated risks, promoting 

responsible civic participation among youth. 

5. The insights provide valuable guidance for designing effective internet-based interventions to enhance 

youth political engagement in Adamawa State. Prioritizing accessibility, interactivity, collaboration, 

gamification, and data security can aid stakeholders in crafting tailored approaches that resonate with 

youth preferences and motivations, fostering a culture of informed and active citizenship in the region. 

3.6 Recommendations  

Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations were made. 

1. The government should develop targeted interventions and policy initiatives to improve internet access 

and usage among marginalized groups of youth, such as those in rural areas, from low socioeconomic 

backgrounds, and with lower educational attainment. This could include investments in rural 

connectivity, subsidized internet services, and digital literacy programs. 

2. They should also recognize the transformative potential of the internet and digital platforms in 

enhancing political awareness, knowledge, and engagement among youth. Implement strategies to 

actively leverage these technologies to promote informed and active citizenship, such as developing 

online civic education resources, interactive government portals, and digital platforms for youth 

participation in policy-making. 

3. Implement strategic measures to harness the potential of social media for fostering civic participation, 

while also addressing challenges like misinformation. This could include digital media literacy 

campaigns, fact-checking initiatives, and regulations to promote responsible social media use. 

4. The government should prioritize the factors of accessibility, interactivity, collaboration, gamification, 

and data security when designing internet-based interventions to enhance youth political engagement. 

Adopt a user-centric approach that aligns with youth preferences and motivations, ensuring the 

interventions are engaging and effective in fostering a culture of informed and active citizenship. 
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5. Engage with a wide range of stakeholders, including youth organizations, civil society groups, 

educational institutions, and technology companies, to develop and implement comprehensive 

strategies that address the digital and political landscape in Adamawa State.  

REFERENCES 

Abdulrauf, Hamid & Ishak, (2015) “Civic Education, Civic and Participatory Journalism: Partnering for Civic 

Engagement” A Paper presented at a Seminar organized by the Faculty of Social Sciences, University 

of Lagos, May 2015. 

Abodunrin, O. B. (2017). Use of social media for knowledge sharing among students of the university of Iba-

dan. Master’s project, University of Ibadan, Nigeria. 

Adaja, T. A., & Ayodele, F. A. (2013). Nigerian youths and social media: Harnessing the potentials for aca-

demic excellence. Kuwait Chapter of Arabian Journal of Business and Management Review, 2(5), 65-

75. 

Adegbola, O., & Gearhart, S. (2019). Examining the relationship between media use and political engage-

ment: A comparative study among the United States, Kenya, and Nigeria. International Journal of 

Communication, 13, 1231-1251. 

Adibe, Odoemelam, and Orji (2012) Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community. New 

York: Simon and Schuster 

Ahmad, T., Alvi, A., and Ittefaq, M. (2019). The use of social media on political participation among univer-

sity students: An analysis of survey results from rural Pakistan. Sage Open, 9(3), 1-9. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/2158244019864484 

Aljazeera (2015) Twitter use by three political leaders: An exploratory analysis. Online Information Review, 

36(4), 587-603. Retrieved May 10, 2019 from http://dx.doi.org/10.1108/14684521211254086. 

Allafrica, Al-Abdallah, G. M, & Alkharabsheh, A. M. (2015). Determinants of continuance intention to use 

social networking sites SNS's: Studying the case of Facebook. International Journal of Marketing 

Studies, 7(4), 121-135. 

Altieri, Leccardi, & Ruffini, (2016). The social media usage among Nigerian youths: Impact on national 

development. International Journal of Advancement in Development Studies, 7(5), 18-23. 

Anduiza, E., Cantijoch, M. and Gallego, A. (2019) “Political Participation and the Internet: A field Essay” 

Information, Communication and Society, 12(6),  860 - 878 

Anduiza, M. C., Igbokwe, P. C., & Ugwuanyi, R. N. C. (2019). Social networking and national 

transformation: Issues, challenges and implications. In: Proceedings of 12th Annual Conference of 

Nigeria Library Association (NLA), Enugu State Chapter, Enugu, 21-23 November,  222-228. 

Asogwa, C. E., & Ojih, E. U. (2013). Social networking sites as tools for sexual perversion among students of 

University of Nigeria, Nsukka. New Media and Mass Communication, 9, 27-38. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/2158244019864484
http://dx.doi.org/10.1108/14684521211254086


                                             ADSU International Journal of Applied Economics, Finance & Management Vol. 8, Issue 2, 2023 
 

 322
@A Publication of the Department of Economics, ADSU, Mubi.  ISSN- Print: 2550- 7869; ISSN-Online: 3043-5323. Journal homepage: https://ajaefm.adsu.edu.ng 

 

Asuni & Farris, (2011) Politics in a Digital Age: The Impact of New Media Technologies on Public 

Participation and Political Campaign in Pakistan's 2018 Elections - A Case Study of Karachi. Global 

Media Journal, 16(31), 1-9. 

Bah, Engesser & Franzetti, (2012) “Gen.com: Youth, civic engagement, and the new information 

environment” Political Communication,17(4), 341-349 

Bennett, S. E (2012) “Political Apathy and Avoidance of News Media among Generations X and Y: America’s 

Continuing Problem” In Mann, S. and Patrick, J. J (eds) Education for Civic Engagement and 

Democracy. Bloomington: ERIC, 9-28 

Bimber, B. (2011) “The Internet and Political Transformation: Populism, Community, and Accelerated 

Pluralism” Polity, 31(1),  133-160 

Bimber, B. (2012) Information and American Democracy: Technology in the Evolution of Political Power. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 

Breuer, A., & Groshek, J. (2014). Slacktivism or efficiency-increased activism? Online political participation 

and the Brazilian Ficha Limpa anti-corruption campaign. In: Y. Welp, & A. Breuer (eds.) Digital 

Opportunities for Democratic Governance in Latin America, Routledge, 165-182. 

Briggs, A. M., Wong, K. W., & Fung, C. C. (2017). Perceived ease of use and perceived usefulness of social 

media for e-learning in Libyan higher education: A structural equation modeling analysis. International 

Journal of Information and Education Technology, 6(3), 192-199. 

Brin & Page, (2011) “Project Findings” Retrieved on July 10, 2011 from http://www.sora.at 

Bronstein, (2016) Examining the effects of computer self-efficacy and system complexity on technology ac-

ceptance. Information Resources Management Journal, 20(3), 76-88. 

Calenda and Meijer (2019) Tuned Out: Why American under 40 Don’t Follow the News. New York: Oxford 

University Press 

Calenda, D. and Meijer, A. (2007) “Young people, the Internet and Political Participation, Findings of a web 

survey in Italy, Spain and the Netherlands” Retrieved on May 27, 2013 from 

Camic, C. and Hodgson G. M. (2010) Essential Writings of Thorstein Veblen. London: Routledge 

Cammaerts, N. A., Osman, A., Abdullah, S., Salahuddin, S. N., Ramlee, N. F., & Soha, H. M. (2014) The rela-

tionship of attitude, subjective norm and website usability on consumer intention to purchase online: 

An evidence of Malaysian youth. Procedia Economics and Finance, 35, 493-502. doi: 10.1016/S2212- 

5671(16)00061-7 

Chan, A., Purcell, K., Smith, A., & Zickuhr, K. (2016). Social media and young adults: overview. Washington 

DC: Pew Research Centre Internet Science and Tech. Retrieved from www.pewinternet.org/Re- 

ports/2010/Social-Media-and-Young-Adults.aspx 

Charles, (2010) “Civic Engagement in Northern Nigeria: A Study of Students of Two Higher Institutions in 

the Kaduna Metropolis” Journal of Communication and Language Arts, 3(2), 60 -78 

http://www.sora.at/
http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2010/Social-Media-and-Young-Adults.aspx
http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2010/Social-Media-and-Young-Adults.aspx


                                             ADSU International Journal of Applied Economics, Finance & Management Vol. 8, Issue 2, 2023 
 

 323
@A Publication of the Department of Economics, ADSU, Mubi.  ISSN- Print: 2550- 7869; ISSN-Online: 3043-5323. Journal homepage: https://ajaefm.adsu.edu.ng 

 

Chiluwa & Tunca, E. A. (2015). Understanding the implications of social media usage in the electoral 

processes and campaigns in Nigeria. Global Media Journal, 16(31), 1-8. 

Cornolti, G., Cotti, F. and Bonomi, P. (2016) “WP8 Collection of Working Papers On National Survey 

Results, Italy - National EUYOPART” Report Retrieved on August 20, 2013 from 

http://www.sora.at/de/start.asp 

Dagona, Z. K., Karick, H., & Abubakar, F. M. (2013). Youth participation in social media and political atti-

tudes in Nigeria. Journal of Sociology, Psychology and Anthropology in Practice, 5(1), 1-7. 

Davis, R. (2013) The Web of Politics: The Internet’s Impact on the American Political System. New York: 

Oxford University Press 

Dewing, M (2012) The Internet Galaxy: Reflections on the Internet, Business and Society. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press 

Ekott & Nseyen (2016). An appraisal of the utilisation of social media for political communication in the 2011 

Nigerian presidential election. African Research Review, 11(1), 115-135.  

Ekwugha, M., & Folarin, S. (2014). Role of social media in electioneering: The case of the Nigerian 2015 

presidential election. In: Proceeding of the Covenant University Conference on e-Governance in 

Nigeria (CUCEN2017),  299-311. 

Ezebuenyi, N. H., and Erbring L. (2012) Internet and Society: A Preliminary Report. Stanford, CA: Stanford 

Institute for the Quantitative Study of Society 

Fabunmi, F. A., & Awoyemi, O. O. (2017). Computer efficacy as determinant of undergraduates' information 

communication technology competence in state-owned universities in the south-west, Nigeria. Interna-

tional Journal of Library Science, 6(2), 29-36. doi: 10.5923/j.library.20170602.01. 

Guatemala, Harlow (2012). Use of social media by science students in public universities in southwest 

Nigeria. The Electronic Library, 34(2), 213-222. doi: 10.1108/EL-11-2014-0205. 

Henn, M., Weinstein, M. and Forrest, S. (2014) “Uninterested Youth? Young People’s Attitude towards Party 

Politics in Britain” Political Studies, 53(3), 556-578 

Hill, K. A. and Hughes, J. E. (2012) Cyberpolitics: Citizen Activism in the Age of the Internet. Lanham MD: 

Rowman & Littlefield 

http://theguardian.com/commentisfree/2012/mar/22/occupy-arab-spring-political- protest 

http://www.newmediatrendwatch.com/news/1209-younger-consumers-account-for- three-quarters-of-south-

africas-internet-users 

International IDEA (2011) “Voter Turn-Out Data for Nigeria” Retrieved on March 27, 2013 from 

www.idea.int/vt/country_view.cfm ?CountryCode=NG 

Internetworldstats, (2012) “Statistics on Internet Use” Retrieved on March 27, 2013 from 

http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats1.htm 

Jennings, Stoker, & Bowers, (2019) “Physical place and cyber-place: The rise of networked Individualism” 

International Journal for Urban and Regional Research,25(2), 227-52 

http://www.sora.at/de/start.asp
http://theguardian.com/commentisfree/2012/mar/22/occupy-arab-spring-political-protest
http://www.newmediatrendwatch.com/news/1209-younger-consumers-account-for-three-quarters-of-south-africas-internet-users
http://www.newmediatrendwatch.com/news/1209-younger-consumers-account-for-three-quarters-of-south-africas-internet-users
http://www.idea.int/vt/country_view.cfm
http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats1.htm


                                             ADSU International Journal of Applied Economics, Finance & Management Vol. 8, Issue 2, 2023 
 

 324
@A Publication of the Department of Economics, ADSU, Mubi.  ISSN- Print: 2550- 7869; ISSN-Online: 3043-5323. Journal homepage: https://ajaefm.adsu.edu.ng 

 

Kaid & Holtz-Bacha, (2017) Perceived usefulness of social media features/elements: Effects of coping style, 

purpose and system. In: Proceedings of the Association for Information Science and Technology, 

54(1), 722-723. 

Kann, M. E., Berry, J., Gant, C. and Zager, P. (2007) “The Internet and youth political participation” First 

Monday Vol. 12, No 8 Retrieved on April 13, 2013 from http://firstmonday.org/article/view/1977/1852 

Keeter, Zukin, Adolina, & Jenkins, (2012) “Civil Society, Youth and Societal Mobilization in Democratic 

Revolutions” Communist and Post-Communist Studies, 39(4), 365-386 

Kraemer, K.L., King J.L., Dunkle D.E. and Lane, J.P. (2010) Management Information Systems: Change and 

Control in Organizational Computing. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers 

Krueger, B. S. (2016) “A comparison of conventional and Internet political mobilization” American Politics 

Research, 34(6), 759-776 

Liebenberg, J., Benade, T., & Ellis, S. (2018). Acceptance of ICT: Applicability of the unified theory of ac-

ceptance and use of technology (UTAUT) to South African students. The African Journal of 

Information Systems, 10(3), 160-173. Retrieved March 19, 2018 from https://digitalcommons.kenne- 

saw.edu/ajis/vol10/iss3/1 

Mcluhan, M. (1962). The Gutenberg Galaxy: The making of Typograhic Man. Toronto: University of Toronto 

Press 

Mustapha, Gbonegun, & Mustapha, F., & Quansah, F. (2016). Social media adoption among university 

students: The role of gender, perceived usefulness and perceived ease of use. International Journal of 

Social Media and Interactive Learning Environments, 4(2), 124-136. 

Negroponte, N. (2016) Being Digital. London: Hodder and Stoughton 

Nimmo and Combs, Haase Q. J. and Hampton K. (2010) “Does the Internet increase, decrease, or supplement 

social capital? Social networks, participation, and community commitment” American Behavioral 

Scientist, 3(2),  436-55. 

Norris, Hill and Hughes, 2011, M. O. (2018). Use of social media for knowledge sharing among students. 

Asian Journal of Information Science and Technology, 8(2), 65-75. 

Norris, P. (2015) Democratic Phoenix: Reinventing Political Activism. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press 

Noveck, B. S. (2017) “Paradoxical partners: electronic communication and electronic democracy” In 

Ferdinand, P. F. (ed) The Internet, Democracy, and Democratization. London: Cass, pp. 20 --39 

O’Neil, D. V., Kwak, Seyd, & Whiteley. (2016) “Connecting and Disconnecting With Civic Life: Patterns of 

Internet Use and the Production of Social Capital” Political Communication, 18(2), 141 - 162 

Ogundimo, C. F., & Obi, I. (2013). Social media as a political platform in Nigeria: A focus on electorates in 

south-eastern Nigeria. IOSR Journal of Humanities and Social Science, 21(11), 6-22. 

Okoro, Nwafor. (2013) “Youth Internet use: risks and opportunities” Current Opinion Psychiatry, 4(2) 351-

356. Retrieved on May 29, 2013 from http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19387347 

http://firstmonday.org/article/view/1977/1852
https://digitalcommons.kennesaw.edu/ajis/vol10/iss3/1
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19387347


                                             ADSU International Journal of Applied Economics, Finance & Management Vol. 8, Issue 2, 2023 
 

 325
@A Publication of the Department of Economics, ADSU, Mubi.  ISSN- Print: 2550- 7869; ISSN-Online: 3043-5323. Journal homepage: https://ajaefm.adsu.edu.ng 

 

Olabamiji, Richard G. and Herbert F. Weisberg (2014) Controversies in Voting Behavior. Washington, D.C: 

CQ Press 

Omenugha, (2011) “Young highspeed users flock to internet for campaign news” Retrieved on August 10, 

2012 from http://www.pewinternet.org/Commentary/2014/November/Young- highspeed-users-flock-to-

internet-for-campaign-news.aspx 

Pempek et al., 2019; Yamamoto & Kushin, (2014) Young Citizens in the Digital Age: Political Engagement, 

Young People and New Media. London: Routledge 

Peretti and Micheletti (2014). The moral implication of social media phenomenon in Nigeria. Mediterranean 

Journal of Social Sciences, 5(20), 2231-2237. doi: 10.5901/mjss.2014.v5n20p2231 

Peretti, J. and Micheletti, M. (2014) “The Nike sweatshop email: political consumerism, Internet, and culture 

Jamming” In Micheletti M., F0llesdal, A. and Stolle, D. (eds) Politics, Products, and Markets: 

Exploring Political Consumerism Past and Present. London: Transaction Publishers 127-142. 

Peterson, S. (2013) “Occupy and the Arab Spring will continue to revitalise political protest” Retrieved on

 August 5, 2013 from 

Quintelier & Vissers, (2008) Explaining Why Young Adults Use MySpace and Facebook Through Uses and 

Gratification Theory Human Communication, 12(2), 215 - 229 

Raacke & Bonds-Raacke, (2008), “Younger consumers account for three-quarters of South Africa's Internet 

users” Retrieved on May 27, 2013 from 

Rahmawati, J. K. and Aladeniyi, F. R. (2014) “Internet Use by Students of Faculty of Science in Two Nigerian 

Universities Library Philosophy and Practice 2014” Retrieved on May 27, 2013 from 

http://unllib.unl.edu/LPP/fasae-aladeniyi.htm 

Schuefele, D. A. and Nisbet, M. (2015) “Being a citizen online: new opportunities and dead ends” The 

Harvard Journal of Press/Politics, 7(3), 55-75. 

Shore, D. and Mosca, L. (2014) “Global-net for global movements? A network of networks for a movement of 

movements” Journal of Public Policy, 25(1) 165-190 

Silas & Adejoke, 2013 Social networking services: A new platform for participation in government 

programmes and policies among Nigerian Youths. Libres, 25(1), 33-49. 

Smith, R. M. (2013) Military Enterprise and Technological Change. Massachussets: MIT Press 

Statista, N., Kustrak Korper, A., & Kilian-Yasin, K. (2014). Student attitudes toward use of social media in the 

learning process: A comparative study of Croatian and German students. International Journal of 

Management Cases, 19(2), 53-64. 

Suomen, P., Hargittai, E., Celeste, C., and Shafer, S. (2012). Digital inequality: From unequal access to 

differentiated use. In Neckerman, K. M. (ed) Social inequality. New York: Russell Sage Foundation 

355-400 

Tanenbaum, Wetherall, E. and Nevitte, N. (2015) “Where does turnout decline come from?” European 

Journal of Political Research, 43(2), 221-236 

http://www.pewinternet.org/Commentary/2004/November/Young-highspeed-users-flock-to-internet-for-campaign-news.aspx
http://www.pewinternet.org/Commentary/2004/November/Young-highspeed-users-flock-to-internet-for-campaign-news.aspx
http://unllib.unl.edu/LPP/fasae-aladeniyi.htm


                                             ADSU International Journal of Applied Economics, Finance & Management Vol. 8, Issue 2, 2023 
 

 326
@A Publication of the Department of Economics, ADSU, Mubi.  ISSN- Print: 2550- 7869; ISSN-Online: 3043-5323. Journal homepage: https://ajaefm.adsu.edu.ng 

 

Tolbert, Mcneal, J., Eveland, W. P., Jr. and Kwak, N. (2017) “Information and expression in a digital age: 

modeling Internet effects on civic participation” Communication Research, 32(5), 531-565 

Tufekci and Wilson (2012). Cognitive engagement and online political participation on Facebook and Twitter 

among youths in Nigeria and Malaysia. PhD Thesis, Universiti Utara, Malaysia. Retrieved June 19, 

2018 from http://etd.uum.edu.my/6039/2/s95350_02.pdf. 

Udende, J. W. and Weare, C. (2011) “The Effects of Internet Use on Political Participation. Evidence from an 

Agency Online Discussion Forum” Administration & Society, 36(5), 503-527 

Van Deth, J.W. (2001) “Studying political participation: towards a theory of everything?” Joint Sessions of 

Workshops of the European Consortium for Political Research, Grenoble. 

Vitak (2011) “The youth and pattern of Internet use” Retrieved on July 10, 2011 from http://blogs. cisco. 

com/?s =youth+and+ internet+ use 

Yamamoto, M., Kushin, M. J, & Dalisay, F. (2015) Social media and mobiles as political mobilization forces 

for young adults: Examining the moderating role of online political expression in political 

participation. New Media and Society, 17(6), 880-898. doi: 10.1177/1461444813518390 

http://etd.uum.edu.my/6039/2/s95350_02.pdf
http://blogs/

