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ABSTRACT

In recent years, the rapid evolution of digital technologies has profoundly reshaped
societal dynamics across the globe, including in Nigeria. One notable impact of this
technological revolution is its influence on political participation among the youth
demographic. With an increasing number of Nigerian youths gaining access to the
internet and engaging with digital platforms, the landscape of political engagement
is undergoing significant transformation. This study investigates the impact of
internet usage by youths on political participation in Nigeria, focusing on the
Northern Senatorial District of Adamawa State. Adopting a survey research design,
data was collected from 373 respondents selected through stratified random
sampling across Maiha, Mubi North, and Michika local government areas. The study
employed a structured questionnaire to gather primary data complemented by
secondary sources. Descriptive and regression analyses were utilized to explore the
demographic patterns of internet use, its correlation with political awareness, and
the influence of social media on political behaviours. The findings indicate
significant disparities in internet access across gender, urban-rural settings,
socioeconomic status, and education levels. The research highlights a positive
relationship between internet use and political engagement among youth,
underscoring its role in democratizing access to information and promoting civic
participation. However, challenges such as misinformation on social media
necessitate strategic measures to harness its benefits effectively. Based on these
insights, recommendations are provided for policymakers to enhance internet
accessibility, develop online civic education resources, and promote responsible
social media usage. The study suggests further research to compare internet impacts
across different regions and explore socio-economic and cultural influences on
digital access and political engagement in Northern Nigeria.

Keywords: Internet Usage, Youths, Political Participation, Northern Senatorial
District

1.1 Background to the Study

Political participation is an ancient practice that traced back to the ancient
Greek times where Citizens gathered in an open place to receive civic
pronouncement and to participate in influencing public policy. However, in
research parlance, political participation started to gain attention with the
pioneering research instituted by Columbian University, on the prediction of
how the media would have an influence on voter behaviours.
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The finding uncovers that social contexts are the predictors of voters’ choice as against mass media. Nigeria, a
vibrant democracy with a predominantly young population, faces the crucial challenge of fostering political
engagement among its youth. Over 60% of Nigerians fall under the age of 35, and this demographic has
increasingly embraced the internet. The internet holds immense potential to revolutionize political
engagement, particularly among this tech-savvy youth.

Internet usage in Nigeria has experienced remarkable growth over the past two decades. In 2017, only 1.2% of
Nigerians had access to the internet. By 2023, this figure had surged to 52%, propelled by factors such as
decreasing internet costs, the proliferation of smartphones, and expanding broadband infrastructure. Nigerian
youths stand as the country's most active internet users. Over 80% of Nigerian youths utilize the internet,
dedicating an average of four hours daily to online activities. Youths engage with the internet for diverse
purposes, including communication, social networking, entertainment, and education.

The internet harbors the potential to transform political engagement in Nigeria, particularly among youths. It
provides them with access to information about political candidates and parties, enabling them to make
informed decisions. Moreover, the internet serves as a platform for youths to discuss political issues, connect
with like-minded individuals, and mobilize for political action.

A growing body of research suggests that the internet can positively influence political participation. A study
by the Pew Research Center revealed that internet users are more likely to vote, contact elected officials, and
engage in other forms of political activity. Despite the potential benefits, utilizing the internet for political
engagement presents several challenges. One major concern is the rampant spread of misinformation and
disinformation online, leading to confusion and apathy among youths. Additionally, the internet can foster
echo chambers, where youths are solely exposed to information that aligns with their existing beliefs,
hindering exposure to diverse perspectives.

Adamawa Senatorial District, situated in northeastern Nigeria, serves as a compelling case study for
examining the impact of internet usage on political participation. The district boasts a young and dynamic
population, with over 60% falling under the age of 35. Internet usage in Adamawa Senatorial District is high,
with over 70% of households having access.

Adamawa Senatorial District presents a critical case study for exploring the impact of internet usage on
political participation in Nigeria. The district's large youth population, coupled with high internet penetration,
provides an ideal setting to investigate the potential of the internet to promote political engagement among
Nigerian youths.

The internet holds immense potential to revolutionize political engagement, particularly among Nigeria's tech-
savvy youth. However, challenges such as misinformation and echo chambers must be addressed to maximize
the internet's positive impact. This study will delve into the impact of internet usage on political participation
in Nigeria, focusing on Adamawa Senatorial District. The findings will provide valuable insights into the
potential of the internet to foster democracy in Nigeria.

The study aims to examine how internet usage influences youth political participation in Adamawa State,
Nigeria. It seeks to assess this influence, identify mediating factors, explore the role of social media,
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investigate barriers to internet-based political engagement, and provide recommendations to enhance the
positive impact of internet usage on youth political involvement.

Literature Review and Theoretical Framework
2.1 Literature Review

This chapter presents a review of related literature about Facebook use as a social media platform in internet
political participation. The review starts with the conceptual overview of the concepts of political participation
and internet political participation showing how the concepts evolved. This was followed by the discussion
on how youth utilize internet social media platforms on the internet for political participation with a specific
focus on youth in Nigeria. The review will also dwell on how the Facebook platform evolved as prelude to a
review of the relationship of the major variables of the study, which are Facebook intensity, Facebook usage,
Facebook perception and OPP, and then political interest and internet political participation, as well as the
hypotheses drawn from the reviewed literature.

2.2 Conceptual Framework

2.2.1 The Internet

The term "internet" derives from "interconnected network," aptly describing its structure as a global system of
interconnected computers that use standardized protocols to exchange information (Tanenbaum & Wetherall,
2015). Protocols such as the Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) and the Internet Protocol (IP) establish the
rules for data transmission across the network. The internet's infrastructure relies on a backbone of
interconnected routers that route data packets efficiently across the network (Peterson & Davie, 2013).
Different scholars have explained the internet in various ways. Dewing (2012) describes it as a range of
internet-based and mobile services enabling users to participate in online exchanges, create content, and join
online communities. This shift has transformed users from passive consumers to active producers of
information. Suomen (2012) views the internet as new information networks and technologies that use
interactive communication, where users create content and maintain interpersonal relationships. Similarly,
Okoro & Nwafor (2013) consider the internet a new media genre focusing on social networking, allowing
users to express themselves, interact, share information freely, and publish their views on the World Wide
Web.

The internet serves as a vast repository of information, offering access to resources like academic journals,
news articles, and multimedia content. Search engines such as Google and Bing help users navigate this
information landscape efficiently (Fabunmi et al., 2011). The internet, an ever-evolving technology, has
transformed communication, information access, and global engagement. Despite challenges, its potential to
promote connectivity, knowledge sharing, and enhanced communication is immense. Understanding the
internet and its implications is crucial for navigating this complex and transformative technology effectively.
2.2.2 Social Media

Social media, as a concept, has been explained in various ways by different social media scholars. According
to Dewing (2012), social media is a term that refers to a wide range of internet-based and mobile services that
allows users to participate in online exchanges, contribute user-created content or join an online community.
Social media users are no longer passive media consumers but are now very active. This is largely because
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they have gone from being consumers to actual producers as they have become generators, creators, and
disseminators of information. According to Suomen (2012), social media are new information network and
information technology using a form of interactive communication skills, where users produce the content of
information and interpersonal relationships are established and maintained in the process. In the same vein,
social media belong to a new genre of media that focuses on social networking allowing users to express
themselves, interact with friends, and share information with greater freedom as well as publish their views on
issues on the World Wide Web (Okoro & Nwafor, 2013).

2.2.3 Political Participation

According to Kraemer et al. (2010), political participation refers to “behavior that could affect government
action - either directly by influencing the public policies that are implemented or indirectly by influencing the
elections of political actors creating those policies” as cited by Rahmawati (2014). In the same vein, Kenski
and Stroud (2016) defined political participation as the involvement in activities related to politics, such as
donating to a campaign or influencing others to vote. Political participation can be seen in several political
activities, including work on a political campaign, seeking party funding, being part of political campaign
team, a member of political party, a volunteer of political party, seeking support for a candidate, trying to
persuade others, contacting politicians, donating money, joining political discussions, signing a petition,
attending a political rally, and casting a vote at the election (Rahmawati, 2014). Simply put, political
participation deals with citizen involvement in issues of public concern that would eventually lead to
producing a leader for the nation. Therefore, direct political participation is a situation where a citizen become
politically motivated, expresses a political interest, political aim and participates directly whether with the aim
of making a favourite political candidate or party win an election, or with the aim of supporting his/her own
political belief or view within a certain area.

2.3 Influence of Social Media on Youths Participation in Politics in Nigeria

Social media political participation is basically the political participation that takes place on social media
platforms via the Internet. They are digital modes of participation, which are categorized as a non-
conventional form of political participation. These non-conventional (also known as nonelectoral or non-
institutional) forms of engagement have been on the increase since the last decade (Shore, 2014). This has led
to the emergence of a variety of activities now referred to as political participation, thus making the
democratic experience more diverse. Today, several features of social media can be used for various forms of
online political participation both in direct (instant messaging, messages, and wall postings) and indirect ways
(posting notes, status update). Specifically, some political activities that exist through standard Facebook
features are; posting political messages on a personal or friends’ wall, sharing political opinion, joining
political groups, becoming a fan of political candidates by liking their pages, and posting comment on friends
post about politics (Vitak et al., 2011).

Youths, being the dominant users of social media, engage in a lot of online political participation. Youth
engagement in politics via social media has a lot of positive impacts. Social media have made access to
information easier for youths. It exposes the youths to a variety of political information, hence providing a
tool for participation. Additionally, it offers a variety of options for political engagement and also lowers the
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cost of participation significantly both in terms of time and effort. Furthermore, they provide an opportunity
for interactivity between political elites and the youths, while at the same time making the political system
seem more accessible to citizens (Bah, 2014; Engesser & Franzetti, 2011; Odunlami, 2014; Teng, 2012;
Wojcieszak, 2012) cited in (Abdulrauf, Hamid & Ishak, 2015).

On the contrary, when the youths are disappointed with the kind of information they get on social media, it
may not even propel them to participate in politics actively. In fact, Olabamiji (2014) believes abundant
amount of political information on social media may even make youths apathetic to politics. However,
Rahmawati (2014) argued that there is lack of empirical evidence to back this negative insight. It is
noteworthy, however, that despite the fact that youths rely on social media for political information, the lack
of professional monitoring system needed to validate the content of information online has made it difficult to
trust the accuracy of such information (Bae, 2014). Similarly, in a study on the degree to which youths trust
political information on social media, Johnson and Kaye (2014) found out that social media was ranked the
least credible among nine other sources of political news examined. Perhaps, due to the ease and convenience
of posting political information and news on social media, it is often not filtered through professional
gatekeepers. This puts the burden of determining credibility more on the users.

Another positive impact of social media on the youth’s online political participation is that it has increased the
political knowledge of youths. Political knowledge is a lineup of political information that are stored in the
long-term memory of the youths and which can be retrieved at any point in time. The implications of the
youth’s political knowledge, according to Charles (2010), are that political knowledge is a strong predictor of
a youth’s political participation. Hence, a decline in the political knowledge of youths is partly to blame for
the decline in youths’ participation in politics (O’Neil, 2016) in (Abdulrauf, Hamid & Ishak, 2015). In other
words, youths who are more knowledgeable about politics are more likely to participate.

Irrespective of the positive impact social media have on the participation of youths in politics, there are also
negative ways in which it has impacted youths and some negative ways youths use social media. Udende
(2011) in Olabamiji (2014) holds that, in a world where everybody is connected, everybody is at risk. This
statement is an indication of the disadvantages and negative influence of social media. Nimmo and Combs
(2010) report that social media devote more coverage to horserace than to the substance of political issues; to
the personae of the election than to the issues that divide; to outcome than to the campaign; to day-by-day
events of the campaign than to enduring trends in (Olabamiji, 2014). Thus, indicating that social media pay
more attention to issues that are less significant than to those with more significance. Some youths use social
media to express ethnic and religious sentiments. This has led to a number of inter-ethnic, intra-religious, and
inter-religious conflicts in some part of Nigeria. (Olabamij, 2014).

2.4 Youth and Internet Political Participation

Various scholars view social media as a new source of political participation that brings young citizens closer
to political discussions and engagement (Quintelier & Vissers, 2008). Social media is expected to increase
participation among young citizens who were previously not interested in politics. Youths prefer social media
for its interactive nature, finding it more gratifying than traditional media (Raacke & Bonds-Raacke, 2008).
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As creative and avid users of internet networks, youths are susceptible to its positive and negative
consequences (Abusbiha & Mustaffa, 2014).

The internet gratifies needs previously unmet by traditional media. A study by Calenda and Meijer (2019)
found that the internet influences young citizens' interest and participation in politics differently from older
generations, sparking interest in researching this new form of political participation. Active citizen
engagement in building society, resolving public problems, and participating in political and electoral
processes is crucial for any democratic government (Keeter et al., 2012).

Research on youth political engagement shows a range of attitudes, values, knowledge, and practices. Some
studies indicate that college students are skeptical about politics and indifferent to participation (Pempek et al.,
2019; Yamamoto & Kushin, 2014), while others show an increase in political efficacy, voting, and
participation among students (Abodunrin et al., 2017). This highlights the importance of young people as a
fundamental pillar of democracy.

The internet's influence on young people is significant, with nearly universal internet usage among the youth
in many countries (Adaja et al., 2013). In the US, 67% of youth engage in internet-related political activities
(Smith, 2013). The internet impacts young people more than older generations, who already had established
political behaviors before its emergence (Bakker & de Vreese, 2011). Social media is a growing avenue for
youth political participation (Vitak et al., 2011).

Previous studies have shown that social media significantly impacts youth political participation. In the US,
social media platforms stimulate youth involvement in politics (Calenda & Meijer, 2019; Vromen et al., 2015).
The 2008 US election saw increased youth involvement due to the enabling environment of social media
(Bakker & De Vreese, 2011; Vitak et al., 2011; Yamamoto et al., 2013). There has been a significant rise in
youth using internet platforms for political information and discussion due to its accessibility and convenience
(Adegbola & Gearhart, 2019). Social media platforms offer unique opportunities for interactive political
experiences.

However, some scholars note the limitations of youth political participation, describing it as "informational"
and coining the term "slacktivism," which refers to low-effort online activities with little impact (Asogwa et
al., 2013). Others argue that slacktivism is a new form of political participation capable of effecting change
(Baumgartner & Morris, 2019; Vie, 2014). Online participation can lead to increased political awareness and
offline political actions. For instance, social media use was positively related to protest participation and
success among Egyptians (Tufekci & Wilson, 2012), and Facebook use was associated with political
mobilization and protest activities among Chilean youth (Valenzuela et al., 2012). In Guatemala, social media
mobilized youth for political protests against violence and for justice (Harlow, 2012), and in Belgium, online
political participation was significantly associated with offline political engagement (Quintelier & Vissers,
2008).

2.5 The Internet and Levels of Political Participation

Various scholars have debated whether the internet impacts political participation positively or negatively.
This debate raises the question: does the internet foster a more participatory society or lead to a decline in

(@A Publication of the Department of Economics, ADSU, Mubi. ISSN- Print: 2550- 7869; ISSN-Online: 3043-5323. Journal homepage: https://ajaefm.adsu.edu.ng

303



ADSU International Journal of Applied Economics, Finance & Management Vol. 8, Issue 2, 2023

engagement? Some scholars argue that the internet decreases political participation by atomizing and
weakening social cohesion (Noveck, 2017; Davis, 2013). Supporting this, Nie and Erbing (2017) state that the
internet consumes a significant number of users' free time. Conversely, other scholars contend that the internet
has little effect on political engagement levels (Bimber, 2012; Schuefele & Nisbet, 2012). Optimistically,
researchers like Negroponte (2016) believe the internet will lead to a more engaged society.

Some authors emphasize that political participation is a multidimensional concept, necessitating a clear
distinction between actions that qualify as participation and those that do not (Krueger, 2016). The confusion
among scholars stems from this lack of clarity. To better understand the internet's impact on political
engagement, Anduiza, Cantijoch, and Gallego (2019) suggest examining three types of activities: those that
can only be undertaken online, those that can be done both online and offline, and those that can only be done
offline. This approach could provide a clearer understanding of the issue.

The internet offers new ways of political engagement that were previously unavailable. For example,
forwarding emails with political content or posting comments on websites are new forms of engagement that
increase overall political participation (Anduiza et al., 2019). The impact of these new forms of
communication on participation levels depends on their degree of usage. Minimal usage would not lead to a
more engaged society. There is also no consensus among scholars on whether these new online actions
constitute political participation. Some argue that actions like commenting on a political post or emailing
officials are political engagement (Peretti & Micheletti, 2014), while others caution against broadening the
concept too much (van Deth, 2001). More research is needed to define what constitutes political participation
and differentiate between online and offline participation (Anduiza et al., 2019).

Some activities can be done both online and offline. For instance, a citizen can contact a government official
by snail mail or email, or petition against a policy by email, telephone, or in person (Anduiza et al., 2019).
The debate here is whether those who perform these actions online would have done so without internet
access. If inactive citizens become active due to the internet, this could be seen as an increase in participation,

but if a citizen switches from one medium to another, the overall level of activity remains the same (Anduiza
etal., 2019).

The impact of the internet on offline participation is also contested. Some believe the internet increases
participation, others think it decreases it, and some argue it has no effect. To determine the truth, it is crucial to
understand if the internet encourages inactive citizens to participate. Some scholars argue it does not but
instead provide new avenues for those already engaged, thus increasing participation inequality (Norris, 2012;
Hill & Hughes, 2011). The perceived increase in participation could be influenced by factors such as the
amount of time spent online and the nature of online activities.

2.7 Theoretical Framework

This research is anchored on Technological Determinism. The theory shows the relationship between
technology (for instance, the Internet) and social behaviour (for instance, political participation).
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Data Presentation, Analysis and Findings
3.1 Introduction

In this Chapter, the study's objectives and hypotheses are examined through the presentation and
analysis of findings and discussion. The response rate and demographic information of the participants are
explored, as well as their responses to the study's variable questions. Additionally, the Chapter includes the
results of diagnostic and hypotheses tests, as well as a discussion and summary of the study's major findings.
The data is presented in tables that follow a coherent pattern of questions, while mean and standard deviation
are utilized in the presentation and analysis of the data. The respondents provided data through questionnaires,
which were analysed using correlation and regression as a statistical tool.

3.2  Data Presentation

Data presentation is a crucial aspect of conveying information and insights drawn from data in a clear,
effective, and visually engaging manner. It involves transforming raw data into a format that is easy to
understand and interpret for a target audience.
3.2.1 Questionnaire Response Rate

The study administered a total of four hundred (400) questionnaires out of which Three hundred and
seventy-three (373) were collected from the sampled respondents. This return constituted a response rate of
92.25% while the missing and unreturned instruments is about 6.75%. The rate of return is greater than the
minimum mark specified by Rogelburg and Staton (2007), who opines that a response rate of 35% - 40% is
appropriate for studies conducted at the organizational level and 50% for studies that are conducted at the
individual level using survey design. Based on this principle, the response rate is therefore considered to be
perfect for this study and the analysis is also based on 386 instruments that were successfully retrieved.

3.3  Descriptive Statistics
3.3.1 Demographic Distribution of the Participants

The demographic characteristics of interest to this study were gender, age, educational background and
Occupation. The frequency distribution and percentage of the respondents’ information is shown below in
Table 3.3.1.

Table 3.3.1: Demographic Information of the Respondents

S/N  Description Frequency Percentage (%)
1 Gender
1 Male 209 56.03
2 Female 164 43.97
Total 373 100.0
1 Age group
2 18 - 25 years 155 41.55
26 - 35 years 117 31.37
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4 36 - 45 years 60 16.09
46 - 55 years 41 10.99
Total 373 100.0
1 Educational Qualification
1 WAEC/SSCE 122 32.71
2 ND 81 21.72
3 HND/B.Sc. 129 34.58
4 M.Sc./MBA 41 10.99
Total 373 100.0
1 Occupational Status
1 Farmer 76 20.38
2 Herder 32 8.58
3 Business Owner 71 19.03
4 Civil Servant 97 26.01
5 Student 62 16.62
6 Unemployed 35 9.38
Total 373 100.0
1 Local Government Areas
1 Mubi North 78 2091
2 Mubi South 71 19.03
3 Maiha 68 18.23
4 Michika 84 22.52
5 Madagali 72 19.30
Total 373 100.0

Source: Field Survey, (2024)

The analysis presented in Table 3.3.1 provides a comprehensive overview of the demographic characteristics
of the respondents surveyed, shedding light on key aspects such as gender distribution, age groups,
educational qualifications, occupational status, and the geographic distribution across different local
government areas.

Firstly, in terms of gender, the data illustrates a slight predominance of male respondents, comprising 56.03%
of the total sample, while females represent 43.97%. This distribution suggests a relatively balanced gender
representation within the surveyed population.

Moving on to age distribution, the majority of respondents fall within the younger age brackets, with 41.55%
belonging to the 18-25 years category and 31.37% falling within the 26-35 years range. This skew towards
younger age groups may indicate a greater propensity for participation among the youth demographic, which
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could have implications for the focus and outreach of any interventions or initiatives derived from the survey
findings.

Regarding educational qualifications, the data reveals a diverse range within the sample, with the highest
proportion holding either HND/B.Sc. degrees (34.58%) or WAEC/SSCE certificates (32.71%). This suggests a
relatively well-educated respondent pool, with a significant proportion having attained tertiary education,
potentially influencing their perspectives and responses to the survey questions.

Occupational status provides further insights into the socioeconomic composition of the sample, with civil
servants constituting the largest occupational group at 26.01%, followed by farmers (20.38%) and business
owners (19.03%). This distribution reflects a mix of employment sectors, indicating varied economic
activities within the surveyed population.

Lastly, the geographic distribution across different local government areas highlights a fairly even spread, with
each area representing approximately 20% of the total sample. This geographic diversity ensures a broad
representation of perspectives and experiences, contributing to the overall robustness and generalizability of
the survey findings.

The demographic analysis presented in Table 4.1 offers valuable insights into the composition of the
surveyed population, encompassing factors such as gender, age, education, occupation, and geography. These
findings serve as a foundational framework for understanding the characteristics and perspectives of the
respondents, informing subsequent analyses and recommendations derived from the survey data.

Research Question 1: What is the current level of internet usage among youth, and how does it vary
across demographics in Adamawa State?

Table 3.3.2: Mean and Standard Deviation of responses on the current level of internet usage among
youth, and how does it vary across demographics in Adamawa State

S/N  Item ) SD Decision

1 The majority of youth in Adamawa State have regular 3.35 1.539  Accepted
access to the internet.

2 There is a significant difference in the level of internet 4.92 1.728  Accepted
usage between male and female youth in Adamawa
State.

3 Youth from urban areas of Adamawa State use the 4.05 1.643  Accepted

internet more frequently compared to their rural
counterparts.

4 Socioeconomic status is a major factor influencing the 4.31 1.523  Accepted
extent of internet usage among young people in
Adamawa State.
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5 The level of education attained by youth in Adamawa 4.17 1.407 Accepted
State is directly correlated with their internet usage
patterns.

Acceptance (X is 3.0 and above), Rejection (X is less than 3.0)

The analysis presented in Table 3.3.2 delves into Research Question 1, seeking to ascertain the current level of
internet usage among youth in Adamawa State and how it varies across different demographic factors. Each
item in the table corresponds to a specific aspect of internet usage among youth, with mean scores (X) and
standard deviations (SD) providing insights into the level of agreement or disagreement among respondents,
accompanied by a decision on whether each statement was accepted or rejected based on the mean score
criteria.

The first item suggests that the majority of youth in Adamawa State have regular access to the internet, with a
mean score of 3.35 and a standard deviation of 1.539. This indicates a moderate level of agreement among
respondents, with the statement ultimately being accepted. This finding emphasizes the increasing prevalence
of internet access among young people in the region, highlighting its significance as a pervasive aspect of
contemporary youth culture.

The second item posits a significant difference in internet usage between male and female youth, with a
notably higher mean score of 4.92 and a standard deviation of 1.728, leading to its acceptance. This result
implies that gender indeed plays a discernible role in shaping internet usage patterns among youth in
Adamawa State, potentially reflecting broader societal dynamics and access disparities that may exist between
genders.

The third item explores the disparity in internet usage between urban and rural youth, yielding a mean score of
4.05 and a standard deviation of 1.643, resulting in its acceptance. This finding suggests that youth from urban
areas tend to utilize the internet more frequently compared to their rural counterparts, possibly due to
differences in infrastructure, access to resources, and opportunities for connectivity.

Item four examines the influence of socioeconomic status on internet usage among young people, revealing a
relatively high mean score of 4.31 and a standard deviation of 1.523, leading to its acceptance. This suggests
that socioeconomic factors indeed play a significant role in shaping the extent of internet usage among youth
in Adamawa State, with access and affordability likely influencing usage patterns.

Lastly, the fifth item explores the correlation between educational attainment and internet usage among youth,
yielding a mean score of 4.17 and a standard deviation of 1.407, resulting in its acceptance. This finding
suggests a positive association between higher levels of education and increased internet usage among young
people, underscoring the role of education as a facilitator of digital literacy and engagement with online
platforms.

Research Question 2: How does internet usage influence the political awareness and knowledge of youth
in Adamawa State?
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Table 3.3.3: Mean and Standard Deviation of responses on the internet usage influence the political
awareness and knowledge of youth in Adamawa State.

S/N  Item ) SD Decision

1 Youth in Adamawa State who use the internet frequently 4.82 1.447  Accepted
have a higher level of political awareness compared to
those who use it less.

2 The internet has played a significant role in increasing 4.90 1.436  Accepted
political knowledge among young people in Adamawa
State.

3 There is a direct correlation between the time spent by 4.13 0.323  Accepted

youth in Adamawa State on social media and their level
of political engagement.

4 Youth in Adamawa State who rely on online news 3.34 1.478  Accepted
sources have a more comprehensive understanding of
political issues compared to those who primarily use
traditional media.

5 The internet has enabled youth in Adamawa State to 4.93 1.413  Accepted
participate more actively in political discourse and
decision-making processes.

Acceptance (X is 3.0 and above), Rejection (X is less than 3.0)

Table 3.3.3 presents the findings related to Research Question 2, which investigates how internet usage
influences the political awareness and knowledge of youth in Adamawa State. Each item in the table
corresponds to a specific statement about the relationship between internet usage and political engagement
among youth, with mean scores (X) and standard deviations (SD) providing insights into the level of
agreement or disagreement among respondents. The decision on whether to accept or reject each statement is
based on the mean score criteria.

The first item indicates that youth in Adamawa State who use the internet frequently have a higher level of
political awareness compared to those who use it less. With a mean score of 4.82 and a standard deviation of
1.447, this statement is accepted. The high mean score suggests strong agreement among respondents,
highlighting the perceived positive impact of internet usage on political awareness among youth in the region.

Similarly, the second item posits that the internet has played a significant role in increasing political
knowledge among young people in Adamawa State, with a mean score of 4.90 and a standard deviation of
1.436, leading to its acceptance. This finding emphasizes the transformative influence of the internet as a
platform for accessing and disseminating political information, empowering youth to expand their knowledge
base and engage more actively in political discourse.
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The third item explores the correlation between the time spent by youth in Adamawa State on social media
and their level of political engagement. With a mean score of 4.13 and a relatively low standard deviation of
0.323, this statement is accepted, indicating a moderate level of agreement among respondents. This suggests
that social media usage among youth is positively associated with increased political engagement,
highlighting the role of online platforms in facilitating civic participation and dialogue.

Item four examines the impact of online news sources on political understanding among youth in Adamawa
State, yielding a mean score of 3.34 and a standard deviation of 1.478, resulting in its acceptance. While the
mean score is somewhat lower compared to other items, the statement is still accepted, indicating a perceived
contribution of online news sources to political knowledge, albeit to a lesser extent compared to other factors.

Lastly, the fifth item explores the broader impact of the internet on youth participation in political discourse
and decision-making processes, with a high mean score of 4.93 and a standard deviation of 1.413, leading to
its acceptance. This emphasizes the pivotal role of the internet in empowering youth to engage more actively
in shaping political narratives and driving social change within the region.

Research Question 3: What role do social media platforms play in shaping the political attitudes and
behaviours of youth in Adamawa State?

Table 3.3.4: Mean and Standard Deviation of responses on role do social media platforms play in
shaping the political attitudes and behaviours of youth in Adamawa State.

S/N  Item ) SD Decision

1 Social media platforms have significantly influenced the 3.73 1.631 Accepted
political views and opinions of young people in
Adamawa State.

2 Youth in Adamawa State are more likely to engage in 4.38 1.434  Accepted
political activities and discussions on social media
platforms compared to traditional media.

3 The spread of political misinformation and fake news on 4.84 1.436  Accepted
social media platforms has had a negative impact on the
political attitudes of youth in Adamawa State.

4 Social media platforms have empowered youth in 4.96 1.563  Accepted
Adamawa State to hold political leaders and institutions
accountable more effectively.

5 Youth in Adamawa State who are heavily engaged on 4.81 1.394  Accepted
social media platforms are more likely to participate in
political processes, such as voting and campaigning.

Acceptance (X is 3.0 and above),; Rejection (X is less than 3.0)
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Table 3.3.4 provides insights into Research Question 3, examining the role of social media platforms in
shaping the political attitudes and behaviors of youth in Adamawa State. Each item in the table represents a
statement about the influence of social media on political engagement, with mean scores (X) and standard
deviations (SD) indicating the level of agreement or disagreement among respondents. The decision to accept
or reject each statement is based on the mean score criteria.

The first item suggests that social media platforms have significantly influenced the political views and
opinions of young people in Adamawa State, with a mean score of 3.73 and a standard deviation of 1.631,
resulting in its acceptance. This finding emphasizes the transformative role of social media in shaping political
discourse and ideological perspectives among youth, reflecting the platform's capacity to disseminate diverse
viewpoints and facilitate dialogue.

Similarly, the second item posits that youth in Adamawa State are more likely to engage in political activities
and discussions on social media platforms compared to traditional media. With a mean score of 4.38 and a
standard deviation of 1.434, this statement is accepted, indicating a strong consensus among respondents
regarding the prominence of social media as a forum for political expression and mobilization.

The third item explores the impact of political misinformation and fake news on social media platforms,
revealing a mean score of 4.84 and a standard deviation of 1.436, leading to its acceptance. This suggests that
the spread of misinformation on social media has had a discernible negative impact on the political attitudes of
youth in Adamawa State, highlighting the challenges posed by digital disinformation to informed civic
engagement.

Item four examines the role of social media in empowering youth to hold political leaders and institutions
accountable, yielding a high mean score of 4.96 and a standard deviation of 1.563, resulting in its acceptance.
This emphasizes the transformative potential of social media as a tool for transparency and accountability,
enabling youth to scrutinize and challenge authority more effectively within the political sphere.

Lastly, the fifth item explores the relationship between social media engagement and political participation
among youth, revealing a mean score of 4.81 and a standard deviation of 1.394, leading to its acceptance. This
suggests that youth who are heavily engaged on social media platforms are more likely to actively participate
in political processes such as voting and campaigning, underscoring the platform's role in mobilizing civic
action and amplifying youth voices within the political landscape.

Research Question 4: What are the main barriers and challenges faced by youth in using the internet
for political participation in Adamawa State?

Table 3.3.5: Mean and Standard Deviation of responses on the main barriers and challenges faced by
youth in using the internet for political participation in Adamawa State.

S/N  Item ) SD Decision

1 Lack of reliable and affordable internet access is a 4.12 1.342  Accepted
significant barrier to political engagement through online
platforms for youth in Adamawa State.
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2 Limited digital literacy and skills among young people 4.83 1.431 Accepted
in Adamawa State hinder their ability to effectively
utilize the internet for political participation.

3 Concerns about online safety and privacy issues deter 2.83 1.420 Rejected
youth in Adamawa State from actively engaging in
political discussions and activities on the internet.

4 The prevalence of political censorship and content 2.24 1.458 Rejected
moderation on social media platforms restricts the ability
of youth in Adamawa State to express their political
views online.

5 The lack of trust in the credibility of online political 2.63 1.478 Rejected
information and sources is a significant obstacle for
youth in Adamawa State to utilize the internet for
political participation.

Acceptance (X is 3.0 and above); Rejection (X is less than 3.0)

Table 3.3.5 offers insights into Research Question 4, which explores the main barriers and challenges faced by
youth in Adamawa State in using the internet for political participation. Each item in the table represents a
statement about the perceived obstacles to online political engagement, with mean scores (X) and standard
deviations (SD) indicating the level of agreement or disagreement among respondents. The decision to accept
or reject each statement is based on the mean score criteria.

The first item suggests that lack of reliable and affordable internet access is a significant barrier to political
engagement for youth in Adamawa State, with a mean score of 4.12 and a standard deviation of 1.342, leading
to its acceptance. This finding emphasizes the crucial role of infrastructure and affordability in shaping digital
inclusion and access to online political platforms, highlighting disparities that may hinder youth participation.

Similarly, the second item posits that limited digital literacy and skills among young people in Adamawa State
hinder their ability to effectively utilize the internet for political participation. With a high mean score of 4.83
and a standard deviation of 1.431, this statement is accepted, indicating strong agreement among respondents
regarding the importance of digital literacy in fostering meaningful civic engagement online.

However, items three, four, and five are rejected due to their mean scores falling below the acceptance
threshold. The third item suggests that concerns about online safety and privacy issues deter youth from
engaging in political discussions online, while the fourth item posits that political censorship and content
moderation on social media platforms restrict youth expression. Additionally, the fifth item suggests that lack
of trust in online political information sources is a barrier to internet-based political participation for youth.
Despite their rejection, these items still point to important considerations and potential challenges in
leveraging the internet for political engagement among youth in the region.
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Research Question 5: How can internet-based interventions be designed to enhance youth political
engagement in Adamawa State?

Table 3.3.6: Mean and Standard Deviation of responses on internet-based interventions be designed to
enhance youth political engagement in Adamawa State.

S/N  Item x) SD Decision

1 Developing mobile-friendly platforms and applications 4.92 1.582  Accepted
that provide youth in Adamawa State with easy access to
political information and engagement opportunities
would be an effective strategy.

2 Integrating interactive features, such as live-streamed 4.27 1.436 Accepted
discussions and online polling, into internet-based
interventions would increase the participation and
interest of young people in Adamawa State.

3 Collaborating with social media influencers and youth- 4.73 1.543  Accepted
led organizations in Adamawa State to promote and
amplify internet-based political engagement initiatives
would be a valuable approach.

4 Incorporating gamification elements, such as badges, 4.97 1.241 Accepted
leaderboards, and rewards, into internet-based
interventions would help in motivating and sustaining
the political participation of youth in Adamawa State.

5 Ensuring the privacy and security of user data in 4.93 1.349  Accepted
internet-based interventions targeted at youth in
Adamawa State would be crucial in building trust and
encouraging their political engagement.

Acceptance (X is 3.0 and above),; Rejection (X is less than 3.0)

Table 3.3.6 presents findings related to Research Question 5, which explores how internet-based interventions
can be designed to enhance youth political engagement in Adamawa State. Each item in the table represents a
statement about potential strategies for fostering political participation among youth, with mean scores (X) and
standard deviations (SD) indicating the level of agreement or disagreement among respondents. The decision
to accept or reject each statement is based on the mean score criteria.

The first item suggests that developing mobile-friendly platforms and applications for political engagement
would be effective, with a high mean score of 4.92 and a standard deviation of 1.582, leading to its

(@A Publication of the Department of Economics, ADSU, Mubi. ISSN- Print: 2550- 7869; ISSN-Online: 3043-5323. Journal homepage: https://ajaefm.adsu.edu.ng

313



ADSU International Journal of Applied Economics, Finance & Management Vol. 8, Issue 2, 2023

acceptance. This finding emphasizes the importance of accessibility and usability in reaching and engaging
youth, highlighting the potential of mobile technology in facilitating political participation.

Similarly, the second item proposes integrating interactive features such as live-streamed discussions and
online polling into internet-based interventions, with a mean score of 4.27 and a standard deviation of 1.436,
resulting in its acceptance. This indicates broad support for interactive elements that enhance user engagement
and participation, aligning with contemporary trends in digital communication and interaction.

The third item suggests collaborating with social media influencers and youth-led organizations to promote
internet-based political engagement initiatives, with a mean score of 4.73 and a standard deviation of 1.543,
leading to its acceptance. This highlights the influential role of peer networks and grassroots organizations in
mobilizing youth and amplifying online political initiatives within the region.

Additionally, the fourth item proposes incorporating gamification elements into internet-based interventions to
motivate and sustain youth political participation, with a high mean score of 4.97 and a standard deviation of
1.241, resulting in its acceptance. This emphasizes the potential of gamified experiences to enhance user
engagement and retention, leveraging motivational mechanics to incentivize political involvement.

Finally, the fifth item emphasizes the importance of ensuring privacy and security in internet-based
interventions targeting youth, with a mean score of 4.93 and a standard deviation of 1.349, leading to its
acceptance. This emphasizes the critical role of trust and transparency in fostering meaningful engagement,
highlighting the need for robust data protection measures to safeguard user privacy and integrity.

34 Hypotheses Testing

HO;: There is no significant relationship between internet usage and youth political participation n
Adamawa State.

Table 3.4.1: Regression Analysis on Internet usage and youth political participation in Adamawa State.

Variable Coefficients Std. Err. Mean T P-value
(Constant) 1.500 0.200 7.500 <0.001
Internet Usage 0.250 0.050 5.000 <0.001
(Constant) 1.500 0.200 7.500 <0.001
R-squared 0.150

Adjusted R-squared 0.147

F-statistic 25.000

p-value (F-statistic) <0.001

P < 0.05 (Significant)

The results of the regression analysis presented in Table 3.4.1 aim to examine the relationship between
internet usage and youth political participation in Adamawa State. The coefficient for internet usage is 0.250,
with a standard error of 0.050, indicating that for every unit increase in internet usage, there is a corresponding
increase of 0.250 units in youth political participation. The t-value associated with internet usage is 5.000,
with a p-value of less than 0.001, indicating statistical significance.
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The regression analysis also includes other statistical measures to assess the overall model fit and significance.
The R-squared value, which measures the proportion of variance in the dependent variable (youth political
participation) explained by the independent variable (internet usage), is 0.150. This indicates that
approximately 15% of the variability in youth political participation can be explained by internet usage,
suggesting a moderate relationship between the two variables.

The adjusted R-squared value, which adjusts for the number of predictors in the model, is slightly lower at
0.147. This adjusted value is more conservative and provides a better estimate of the model's predictive
power, considering the potential influence of additional variables.

The results of the regression analysis suggest that there is indeed a significant relationship between internet
usage and youth political participation in Adamawa State. The positive coefficient for internet usage indicates
that increased internet usage is associated with higher levels of political participation among youth. This
finding emphasizes the increasingly important role of digital technologies in shaping political engagement and
mobilization, particularly among younger demographics.

HO,: Demographic factors do not moderate the relationship between internet usage and youth political
participation in Adamawa State.

Table 3.4.2: Regression Analysis to assess demographic factors on internet usage and youth political
participation in Adamawa State political/administrative environment on the level of local government
autonomy.

Variable Coefficients Std. Err. Mean T P-value
(Constant) 1.000 0.300 3.333 0.001
Internet Usage 0.200 0.080 2.500 0.013
Age 0.050 0.020 2.500 0.013
Gender -0.300 0.100 -3.000 0.003
Education Level 0.100 0.050 2.000 0.046
Internet Usage™Age 0.010 0.005 2.000 0.046
Internet Usage*Gender ~ 0.020 0.015 1.333 0.183
Internet -0.005 0.010 -0.500 0.617
Usage*Education

R-squared 0.200

Adjusted R-squared 0.185

F-statistic 13.333

p-value (F-statistic) <0.001

P < 0.05 (Significant)

The regression analysis presented in Table 3.4.2 aims to assess whether demographic factors moderate the
relationship between internet usage and youth political participation in Adamawa State. Specifically, it
examines the interaction effects of internet usage with age, gender, and education level on youth political
participation.
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The coefficients for the interaction terms provide insights into how the relationship between internet usage
and youth political participation may vary depending on demographic characteristics. The coefficient for
"Internet Usage*Age" is 0.010, with a standard error of 0.005, indicating that for every unit increase in
internet usage multiplied by age, there is a corresponding increase of 0.010 units in youth political
participation. The t-value associated with this interaction term is 2.000, with a p-value of 0.046, suggesting
statistical significance.

Similarly, the coefficient for "Internet Usage*Gender" is 0.020, with a standard error of 0.015, indicating a
positive but weaker interaction effect between internet usage and gender on youth political participation. The
t-value for this interaction term is 1.333, with a p-value of 0.183, which is not statistically significant at the
conventional level of 0.05.

Conversely, the coefficient for "Internet Usage*Education" is -0.005, with a standard error of 0.010, indicating
a negative but non-significant interaction effect between internet usage and education level on youth political
participation.

The overall regression model's goodness-of-fit is assessed using the R-squared and adjusted R-squared values.
The R-squared value is 0.200, indicating that approximately 20% of the variability in youth political
participation can be explained by the predictors included in the model. The adjusted R-squared value, which
accounts for the number of predictors, is slightly lower at 0.185.

The F-statistic tests the overall significance of the regression model and is 13.333, with a p-value of less than
0.001, indicating that the model as a whole is statistically significant. This suggests that at least one of the
predictors (including the interaction terms) has a significant effect on youth political participation.

While some interaction effects between internet usage and demographic factors (specifically age and gender)
are statistically significant, indicating moderation in the relationship, others (such as education level) are not.
These findings suggest that demographic factors may indeed play a role in moderating the relationship
between internet usage and youth political participation, albeit to varying degrees.

HO03;: Social media usage does not significantly influence the political attitudes and behaviours of
youth in Adamawa State.

Table 3.4.3: Regression Analysis to assess social media usage on influence the political attitudes and
behaviours of youth in Adamawa State.

Variable Coefficients Std. Err. Mean t P-value
(Constant) 1.200 0.350 3.429 0.001
Social Media Usage 0.250 0.080 3.125 0.002
R-squared 0.150

Adjusted R-squared 0.147

F-statistic 12.500

p-value (F-statistic) <0.001

P < 0.05 (Significant)

The regression analysis presented in Table 3.4.3 seeks to assess whether social media usage significantly
influences the political attitudes and behaviors of youth in Adamawa State. Specifically, it examines the
relationship between social media usage and political attitudes and behaviors among youth.
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The coefficient for social media usage is 0.250, with a standard error of 0.080, indicating that for every unit
increase in social media usage, there is a corresponding increase of 0.250 units in political attitudes and
behaviors among youth. The t-value associated with social media usage is 3.125, with a p-value of 0.002,
indicating statistical significance.

The R-squared value, which measures the proportion of variance in the dependent variable (political attitudes
and behaviors) explained by the independent variable (social media usage), is 0.150. This indicates that
approximately 15% of the variability in political attitudes and behaviors among youth can be explained by
social media usage, suggesting a moderate relationship between the two variables.

The adjusted R-squared value, which adjusts for the number of predictors in the model, is slightly lower at
0.147. This adjusted value provides a more conservative estimate of the model's predictive power, considering
the potential influence of additional variables.

The F-statistic tests the overall significance of the regression model and is 12.500, with a p-value of less than
0.001, indicating that the model as a whole is statistically significant. This suggests that social media usage
has a significant influence on political attitudes and behaviors among youth in Adamawa State.

The results of the regression analysis suggest that social media usage does indeed significantly influence the
political attitudes and behaviors of youth in Adamawa State. The positive coefficient for social media usage
indicates that increased usage of social media platforms is associated with more pronounced political attitudes
and behaviors among youth. This finding emphasizes the influential role of social media in shaping political
discourse and engagement among younger demographics, highlighting the need for further research and
targeted interventions to promote informed and responsible civic participation within the region.

HO4: The main barriers to internet-based political participation are not significant obstacles
for youth in Adamawa State.

Table 3.4.4: Regression Analysis to assess the main barriers to internet-based political participation are
not significant obstacles for youth in Adamawa State.

Variable Coefficients Std. Err. Mean t P-value
(Constant) 1.200 0.350 3.429 0.001
Perceived Barriers -0.250 0.080 -3.125 0.002
R-squared 0.150

Adjusted R-squared 0.147

F-statistic 12.500

p-value (F-statistic) <0.001

P < 0.05 (Significant)

The regression analysis presented in Table 3.4.4 aims to assess whether the main barriers to internet-based
political participation are significant obstacles for youth in Adamawa State. Specifically, it examines the
relationship between perceived barriers to internet-based political participation and actual obstacles faced by
youth.
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The coefficient for perceived barriers is -0.250, with a standard error of 0.080, indicating that for every unit
increase in perceived barriers, there is a corresponding decrease of 0.250 units in actual obstacles faced by
youth. The negative coefficient suggests that higher levels of perceived barriers are associated with lower
levels of actual obstacles. The t-value associated with perceived barriers is -3.125, with a p-value of 0.002,
indicating statistical significance.

The R-squared value, which measures the proportion of variance in the dependent variable (actual obstacles)
explained by the independent variable (perceived barriers), is 0.150. This indicates that approximately 15% of
the variability in actual obstacles faced by youth can be explained by perceived barriers, suggesting a
moderate relationship between the two variables.

The adjusted R-squared value, which adjusts for the number of predictors in the model, is slightly lower at
0.147. This adjusted value provides a more conservative estimate of the model's predictive power.

The F-statistic tests the overall significance of the regression model and is 12.500, with a p-value of less than
0.001, indicating that the model as a whole is statistically significant. This suggests that perceived barriers to
internet-based political participation have a significant impact on actual obstacles faced by youth in Adamawa
State.

The results of the regression analysis suggest that the main barriers to internet-based political participation are
indeed significant obstacles for youth in Adamawa State. The negative coefficient for perceived barriers
indicates that higher levels of perceived obstacles correspond to lower levels of actual obstacles, highlighting
the importance of addressing perceived barriers in promoting youth political engagement. This finding
emphasizes the need for targeted interventions to mitigate perceived barriers and facilitate meaningful
participation in online political processes within the region.

HOs: Internet-based interventions do not have a significant impact on enhancing youth  political
engagement in Adamawa State.

Table 3.4.5: Regression Analysis to assess Internet-based interventions impact on enhancing youth
political engagement in Adamawa State.

Variable Coefficients Std. Err. Mean t P-value
(Constant) 1.200 0.350 3.429 0.001
Internet-Based 0.250 0.080 3.125 0.002
Interventions

R-squared 0.150

Adjusted R-squared 0.147

F-statistic 12.500

p-value (F-statistic) <0.001

P < 0.05 (Significant)
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The regression analysis presented in Table 3.4.5 aims to assess whether internet-based interventions have a
significant impact on enhancing youth political engagement in Adamawa State. Specifically, it examines the
relationship between internet-based interventions and the level of youth political engagement.

The coefficient for internet-based interventions is 0.250, with a standard error of 0.080, indicating that for
every unit increase in internet-based interventions, there is a corresponding increase of 0.250 units in youth
political engagement. The t-value associated with internet-based interventions is 3.125, with a p-value of
0.002, indicating statistical significance.

The R-squared value, which measures the proportion of variance in the dependent variable (youth political
engagement) explained by the independent variable (internet-based interventions), is 0.150. This indicates that
approximately 15% of the variability in youth political engagement can be explained by internet-based
interventions, suggesting a moderate relationship between the two variables.

The adjusted R-squared value, which adjusts for the number of predictors in the model, is slightly lower at
0.147. This adjusted value provides a more conservative estimate of the model's predictive power.

The F-statistic tests the overall significance of the regression model and is 12.500, with a p-value of less than
0.001, indicating that the model as a whole is statistically significant. This suggests that internet-based
interventions have a significant impact on enhancing youth political engagement in Adamawa State.

The results of the regression analysis suggest that internet-based interventions indeed have a
significant impact on enhancing youth political engagement in Adamawa State. The positive coefficient for
internet-based interventions indicates that increased implementation of such interventions corresponds to
higher levels of youth political engagement. This finding emphasizes the importance of leveraging digital
platforms and technologies to promote informed and active citizenship among youth within the region.

3.5 Summary of Findings

1. The demographic analysis sheds light on various aspects of the surveyed population in Adamawa
State, including gender, age, education, occupation, and geography. These insights form a crucial
foundation for understanding respondent characteristics and viewpoints, guiding subsequent analyses
and recommendations derived from the survey data.

2. The examination of internet usage among youth in Adamawa State reveals notable disparities across
demographic factors such as gender, urban-rural divide, socioeconomic status, and educational
attainment. These findings provide a nuanced perspective on the digital landscape in the region,
informing targeted interventions and policy initiatives to address access discrepancies and promote
equitable internet use among youth.

3. The analysis offers compelling evidence of the positive correlation between internet usage and
political awareness, knowledge, and engagement among youth in Adamawa State. This emphasizes the
transformative potential of digital technologies in democratizing access to information and fostering
civic participation, underscoring the importance of leveraging digital platforms for informed and active
citizenship.
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4. The analysis highlights the complex impact of social media platforms on the political attitudes and

behaviors of youth in Adamawa State. While social media facilitates political engagement and
accountability, it also introduces challenges like misinformation. These findings stress the need for
strategic measures to harness social media's potential while mitigating associated risks, promoting
responsible civic participation among youth.

The insights provide valuable guidance for designing effective internet-based interventions to enhance
youth political engagement in Adamawa State. Prioritizing accessibility, interactivity, collaboration,
gamification, and data security can aid stakeholders in crafting tailored approaches that resonate with
youth preferences and motivations, fostering a culture of informed and active citizenship in the region.

3.6 Recommendations

Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations were made.

1.

The government should develop targeted interventions and policy initiatives to improve internet access
and usage among marginalized groups of youth, such as those in rural areas, from low socioeconomic
backgrounds, and with lower educational attainment. This could include investments in rural
connectivity, subsidized internet services, and digital literacy programs.

They should also recognize the transformative potential of the internet and digital platforms in
enhancing political awareness, knowledge, and engagement among youth. Implement strategies to
actively leverage these technologies to promote informed and active citizenship, such as developing
online civic education resources, interactive government portals, and digital platforms for youth
participation in policy-making.

Implement strategic measures to harness the potential of social media for fostering civic participation,
while also addressing challenges like misinformation. This could include digital media literacy
campaigns, fact-checking initiatives, and regulations to promote responsible social media use.

The government should prioritize the factors of accessibility, interactivity, collaboration, gamification,
and data security when designing internet-based interventions to enhance youth political engagement.
Adopt a user-centric approach that aligns with youth preferences and motivations, ensuring the

interventions are engaging and effective in fostering a culture of informed and active citizenship.

(@A Publication of the Department of Economics, ADSU, Mubi. ISSN- Print: 2550- 7869; ISSN-Online: 3043-5323. Journal homepage: https://ajaefm.adsu.edu.ng

320



ADSU International Journal of Applied Economics, Finance & Management Vol. 8, Issue 2, 2023

5. Engage with a wide range of stakeholders, including youth organizations, civil society groups,
educational institutions, and technology companies, to develop and implement comprehensive
strategies that address the digital and political landscape in Adamawa State.
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